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Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.

Colossians 4:2

Dear Texas Mission Partners,

The greatest missional contribution you can make is to pray. Jesus tells us to ask the Lord
of the harvest to send workers into the field. In this, we see the heart of God, the mission of
Jesus, and the initial action of disciples in building the Kingdom: prayer. In a culture that
insists we constantly keep moving and doing, it is all the more important to be still and ask
God to take action. Will you answer His invitation to meet with you? Join us and prioritize
prayer for the Kingdom.

A Calling That Crossed Continents

| would be honored to introduce you to one of the
many faithful pastors who serve alongside us in our
Texas District.

Please meet Pastor Chris Rusare Rugazura. He and
his wife, Beatrice, have been married since 2007 and
are blessed with a beautiful daughter named
Hadassah Faith.
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Pastor Chris is leading New Creation Mission Church
in San Antonio, thanks to the active engagement of
LINC South Texas and a group of local LCMS
congregations. He is also working toward completing
his seminary degree through the Ethnic Immigrant
Institute of Theology (EIIT) in St. Louis.

Chris’s path to pastoral ministry is quite different from
many of our own. In fact, his younger years tell a story
fit for the movies.

Chris was born in what is now the Democratic
Republic of Congo, in a village without roads or
electricity. Local life centered on raising cattle, sheep,
goats, and chickens. Despite the agricultural focus, the
village's main activity was worship.

When Chris was around 12 years old, a rally was held
in his area, led by a preacher named Billy Graham
from the United States. Thousands of people
attended. As Chris remembers it, Rev. Graham spoke
of a vision for his life — that he would become a
bridge for many people and that his residence would
one day be in the USA.

Unfortunately, the DRC has endured decades of war
and conflict. In 2009, Chris’s village was attacked.
People were killed with machetes, others were shot,
and some were captured and burned in their homes. It
was a massacre beyond belief. Everyone saved their
lives however they were able. Many ended up in
Burundi, Rwanda, or Kenya.

Despite the intense difficulty, Chris acknowledges that
this was also the time when his calling began to take
shape. By then, he was known as an evangelist,
passionate about preaching on the streets and in the
markets. He even had a vision of opening a church.

With the support of his family, a new church was
planted. They started outside, with no shelter from the
rain or sun. They had no chairs or equipment.

“But because we trusted God,” Chris remembers, “one
man came and found us praying outside and told us to
come. He gave us a place in a primary school.”...

October Mission Prayer Requests

Pray with us for the Texas District's mission efforts, congregations, new church starts,
ministry pioneers, evangelists, local Gospel outposts, and more. Click below for daily prayer
requests throughout this month. Bookmark the page for future quick access.
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Next Steps For Partners

Join

Evangelist Training Session

In this 8-session training, you'll gain the
tools to make disciples who make
disciples.

Visit the Evangelist Training_Series for
more information and to register.

Give

To Texas Partners in Mission

Start-up grant for a church planter
Sponsor training and coaching for
an evangelist

Provide a scholarship for an EIIT or
SMP student

Support a new church plant

Texas District CEF Two Step Program
multiplies your gifts and investments.

Catalyst Innovation Lab

The Catalyst Innovation Lab helps ministry leaders discover, develop, and launch bold,
innovative ministry initiatives for today’s mission field.

Applications accepted until October 15. To learn more, visit

Faith Story Videos
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