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Baptism now saves you!
FROM THE PRESIDENT

TEXAS  2

Rev. Dr. Jon Braunersreuther
District President

These words are being 
composed just one week after 
the 63rd anniversary of my 
Baptism. 

It took place in a medium-sized 
congregation in a small, out-of-
the-way town called Clearwater 

in northeastern Nebraska. The officiant’s name was 
also “Pastor Braunersreuther” — my father. I was 
physically brought to the font by some friends of 
my parents because my grandparents, who were 
my sponsors, could not be present due to a severe 
spring storm that day. Because my father remained 
in that congregation for the rest of his ministry, I saw 
the font where I had been baptized nearly every 
Sunday.

It all sounds very ordinary, doesn’t it? If you have 
managed to read this far, you may be yawning 
by now! Indeed, from all appearances, it was very 
ordinary: an ordinary pastor, a rural congregation in 
Nowhere, Nebraska, a little bit of water. Yep — seen 
it all before, right?

And God did a GREAT miracle!

When God’s Word was connected with the water, 
the Holy Spirit 
engendered 
saving faith in 
16-day-old Jon 
Braunersreuther, 
setting me on the 
road to an eternity 
with Jesus forever. 
It’s one of the 
biblical convictions 
that we hold dear. 
In the words of 
St. Peter: 

Baptism … now 
saves you, not 
as a removal 
of dirt from the 
body but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 3:21

In the months since my election as Texas District 
president, I have been writing about the impelling 
force that our common convictions have toward 
our common cause — reaching those who are 
far from God with the precious Gospel. They are 
convictions maintained and a cause pursued best 
when we work together in common community. 
Consider 1 Timothy 4:16, 2 Corinthians 5:14ff., Acts 
15:1-31, and 1 Corinthians 12:4-31.

In a couple of the communities where I live and 
work — the Texas District’s senior staff and its 
praesidium — we have taken the opportunity 
recently to reflect on the day of our Baptisms and 
our Baptisms’ significance. Some knew much 
about the day; some knew very little. The spiritual 
significance was lost on none.

That significance is not simply something to which 
to hold fast, though it certainly is that. It also has an 
impelling force. Everyone needs the blessing that 
Baptism is. Everyone! Jesus Himself said so:

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them…” Matthew 28:19

Our convictions naturally lead to our cause. Christ’s 
love compels us (2 Corinthians 5:14). What follower 

of Jesus could do 
otherwise?

Of course, the 
commission to 
make disciples 
doesn’t conclude 
with baptizing. 
Jesus goes on to 
indicate that we 
are also to teach 
everything that he 
has commanded 
(Matthew 28:20). 

More on that to 
come…
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Every dollar contributed to Texas Partners in Mission goes directly to bringing the Gospel 
to people who don’t know Jesus Christ. Thank you for your dedication to the mission of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Give now at txlcms.org/tpim. Thank you for your support!

TEXAS PARTNERS IN MISSION

Mission stories
Visit txlcms.org/videos for a documentary series that travels the state of Texas, 
sharing stories about Lutheran ministries, the people who serve them and those 
served by them. Below are three of the many videos available for viewing.

Rev. Dr. Seth Davidson shares his 
story of growing up outside the 
church and how a simple invita-
tion led him to a faith community 
that would change the course of 
his life. Through moments of hard-
ship, unexpected support and 
God’s faithfulness, Seth reflects on 
the people and experiences that 
shaped his journey into ministry.

“I think that He just taught me that 
at the end of the day, the only 
approval that matters is His. He’s 
already proved that I’m proven 
by Him”

Rev. Ben Gonzales
Texas District Mission Strategist, 
Area B

Hear a powerful story of redemption, 
faith and unexpected purpose as 
Chris and Karen Merritt share their 
journey from brokenness and church 
planting to creating a welcoming 
ministry through their therapy dog, 
Duncan. From overcoming past 
struggles to watching God grow 
Reclaimed Church, this conversation 
is a reminder of God’s timing and 
grace, and the impact of authentic 
community.

http://txlcms.org/tpim
http://txlcms.org/videos


A century of Hispanic Ministry
MISSIONS
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This year, we celebrate an im-
portant milestone in the life of the 
Texas District: 100 years of Hispan-
ic Ministry. As we look back, we 
give thanks to God for His faithful-

ness. As we look forward, we do so with confidence, 
knowing that the Lord who began this work contin-
ues to guide it today.

The story began in 1926 when Rev. Sergio Cobian 
arrived in San Antonio to begin reaching the grow-
ing Spanish-speaking population of Texas. The first 
worship services were held in a simple residence on 
West Commerce Street. Attendance was small at 
first, but the Gospel was being proclaimed and the 
seeds of a ministry that would impact generations 
were planted.

From those humble beginnings, the ministry ex-
panded into communities such as Three Rivers, 
Vanderbilt, Houston, Austin, Corpus Christi, 
Brownsville, McAllen and many other locations 
across Texas. Faithful pastors, teachers, missionaries, 
congregations and lay leaders worked together 
to share the saving message of Jesus Christ with 
Spanish-speaking families throughout the state. 
Through difficult seasons, limited resources, cultural 
challenges and changing demographics, God con-
tinued to open doors for His mission.

Today, we continue to see the fruit of that faithful 
work. Hispanic ministries are active in many cities 
across Texas. Congregations are proclaiming the 
Gospel, baptizing, discipling, serving their communi-
ties and raising up new leaders. One of the greatest 
blessings we are witnessing is the development of 
future church workers. Today, we have about 17 
seminary students preparing for ministry. Alongside 
them, God has raised up a growing number of pas-
tors, deaconesses, evangelists and lay leaders who 
faithfully serve in congregations and communities 
throughout Texas.

Leadership development remains one of our great-
est priorities. Through the Hispanic Bible Institute and 
other training opportunities, we continue equip-

ping men and women to serve in God’s mission. 
Our evangelist training program is helping prepare 
more lay leaders to become daily witnesses of 
Christ in their homes, neighborhoods, workplaces 
and communities. These evangelists are sharing the 
Gospel through personal relationships, Bible studies, 
mercy work, community events and many other 
opportunities God places before them.

Another important ministry effort is the Rural 
Rebuilding Project. Across Texas, we have part-
nered with congregations in rural communities to 
assist with facility improvements, repairs and revi-
talization efforts. While these projects often involve 
paint, repairs, cleanup and building improvements, 
their purpose goes far beyond physical structures. 
They help restore relationships, build bridges with 
communities, create new opportunities for out-
reach and remind congregations that they are not 
alone in the mission God has given them.

As we celebrate this centennial, we also recognize 
the challenges before us. Texas continues to 
experience remarkable population growth and 
increasing cultural diversity. New generations 
are emerging, including second- and third-
generation Hispanic families that often move 
between cultures and languages. Reaching these 
generations will require wisdom, flexibility and 
intentional discipleship.

The opportunities are tremendous. Yet the need for 
workers remains as great today as it was 100 years 
ago. We need more pastors, more deaconesses, 
more evangelists, more church planters and more 

Rev. Lincon Guerra
Mission and Ministry Facilitator, 
Area A

See MISSIONS, Page 11
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LEGACY DEO

Expanding educational opportunities

vide the best educational experience for their chil-
dren, and I saw how scholarship assistance opened 
doors that once seemed impossible. These programs 
strengthened educational choice while fostering a 
spirit of generosity and community investment.

The lesson from Arizona is clear: when parents 
are given the tools to direct their tax dollars, they 
use them wisely and faithfully. Families who never 
imagined a private or faith-based school was within 
reach found themselves with real options. Donors 
who might have written a check to a general 
scholarship fund discovered they could give the 
same money, receive a full tax credit and change a 
child’s educational trajectory — all at once. 

As educators, we know that no single educational 
model is the perfect fit for every child. Parents know 
their children best, and they deserve the opportuni-
ty to pursue learning environments that support their 
child’s academic, social, emotional and spiritual 
growth. Scholarship programs help make those 
choices more accessible.

The federal SGO program is essentially the Arizona 
model brought to a national scale. And that should 
give all of us a great deal of hope.

Redeemer and Legacy Deo: Putting This into Practice
Today, as head of school at Redeemer, I am en-
couraged by the possibilities this federal tax credit 
may create for families across Texas and throughout 
the nation. We believe every child deserves an ed-
ucation that nurtures both the mind and the heart, 
preparing them for a life of purpose and service.

We are especially excited about the opportunity 
to partner with Legacy Deo and their newly estab-
lished Scholarship Granting Organization. Legacy 
Deo shares a commitment to expanding education-
al access and helping families navigate scholarship 

At Legacy Deo, we believe every family should 
have access to educational opportunities that 
help their children thrive academically, spiritually 
and personally. The Federal Scholarship Tax Credit 
represents an exciting opportunity to expand that 
access while empowering individuals to direct a 
portion of their tax dollars toward meaningful edu-
cational impact.

In this article, Angie Schiller, head of school at 
Redeemer, Austin, shares her firsthand experience 
with scholarship programs in Arizona and her opti-
mism for what lies ahead in Texas. Her perspective 
offers valuable insight into how these programs can 
strengthen families, support schools and create new 
opportunities for students for generations to come.

For years, families across the 
country have sought greater 

access to educational options 
that best meet the needs of 
their children. The inclusion of 
a federal Scholarship Granting 
Organization (SGO) in the One 
Big Beautiful Bill Act represents 
a significant step forward in 
expanding those opportunities.

What makes this particularly excit-
ing is that it empowers individuals to direct a portion 
of their tax dollars toward scholarships that help 
students access educational environments where 
they can thrive. Rather than simply sending all tax 
dollars into a general system, taxpayers can choose 
to support organizations that provide scholarships to 
families seeking educational options that align with 
their values, goals and children’s unique needs.

I Have Seen This Work: Lessons from Arizona
Before coming to Texas, I spent many years serving 
Lutheran schools in Arizona, a state that has long 
been a national leader in scholarship tax-credit pro-
grams. During my time there, I witnessed firsthand 
the transformational impact these programs had on 
students, families and schools.

Arizona’s scholarship organizations created opportu-
nities for families who might never have considered 
a private Christian education because of financial 
barriers. I met parents who sacrificed greatly to pro-

Angie Schiller

See SGO, Page 11
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HAPPENINGS

LAGO VISTA

Happenings
 around 

Texas
Submit your news!
Send photos, stories and 
newsletters for  
The Lutheran Witness to: 

txmess@txlcms.org

Texas Messenger
1221 Satellite View

Round Rock, TX 78665

Please be sure all photos 
sent electronically are in 
color and 300 dpi (high 
resolution). 

The Texas Messenger 
is available online at 
txlcms.org.

Christ Our Savior has been blessed with Baptisms. Pictured are, from left (bottom) Laura and Cooper 
Paulsen; Ezekiel and Rebecca Babyak; Aviana, Christian and Mirela Heini; Hannah and Kelby Timoney; 
(top) Rev. Drew and Grace Thompson; Chris, Brook and James Stokes; Madison and Lucy Miller; Daphne 
and Caitlyn DeCastro; and Ronnie Blankenship.

DENISON

Grace Lutheran Church celebrated the Rite of Confirmation for three 
students on May 3. Rev. David Edge, Grace pastor, is pictured at left. 
Pictured at right is Guy Seter, Grace director of Christian Education.
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HAPPENINGS

HILLSBORO

LEFT: At Christ Lutheran Church (CLC), Lottie Ann Schneider was added to the CLC family through the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism on May 31. She is pictured with her parents, Bryan and Lauren Schneider, 
and Rev. Michael Nemec. CENTER: Cohen Terry and Jaelene Manalo were received into communicant 
membership on June 14, and Jaelene also was baptized. RIGHT: Ken and Linda Paar were welcomed as 
new members.

THE GROVE

On May 24, the Day of Pentecost, St. Paul Lutheran Church celebrated the confirmation of Anna 
Whisenant and Andreas Reigle; and Gideon Lee Blackburn was welcomed into the family through Holy 
Baptism. At left, Anna and Andreas are pictured with Rev. John Heckmann. At right, pictured are, from 
left, Brendan Wrisk (sponsor); Pastor Heckmann; Josiah and Shaylei Blackburn and their children, Gideon 
Lee and Warren; and sponsors Alaynah Wrisk and Kinsley Wrisk.
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ABOVE: Twenty-two youth were confirmed at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
on May 2.

RIGHT: Members of the St. Paul Comfort Dog Ministry, alongside 
Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dogs Olive and Pax, deployed 
to Kerrville the week of May 18 to serve and support those continuing 
to recover from last year’s devastating floods. During the deploy-
ment, the team spent time with recovery and counseling groups, first 
responders, and volunteers helping families rebuild. The St. Paul team 
encouraged those they met, prayed with them and pointed them to 
the peace and hope found in Jesus.

FORT WORTH

New members of St. Peter 
Lutheran Church were 
welcomed on May 24. Pictured 
are, from left (first row) Melissa 
Rodriguez, Sabrina Williams, 
Brianna Sloan (receiving a 
new member packet for Ryan 
Germaine, who is not pictured), 
Naureen Patton, Sabrina Bailey; 
(second row) Robert Rodriguez, 
John Prater, Michelle and J J 
Jacinto; (third row) Theressa 
Lewis and Rev. D R Nelson.

GUN BARREL CITY
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ABOVE: On May 3, 12 youth were confirmed at Grace Lutheran Church. Pictured are, from left (front row) 
Emma Trant, Liam Hanson, Westyn Shay, Eden Hargrave, Elise Ogrodowicz, Trace Trant, Marshal Vaughn; 
(back row) Rev. Isaac Schuller, Wesley Shay, Augustine Colanter, Travis Ottmer, Wyatt Tompkins, Jakob 
Hudson and Rev. Ryan J. Ogrodowicz.

BELOW: On May 17, Grace welcomed new members into its family. Pictured are, from left (front row) 
Rev. Richard and Gema Schuller; Margaret Falco; Ken and Bonnie Cox; Cindy and Marcus Anderson, 
with granddaughter Summer; (middle row) Charles Falco; Debbie Neumann; Ashley and Justin Bader, 
with children Joanna and Thomas; (top row) Dennis and Arien Simmons and daughter Christina; Gary 
Nuemann; and Rachel and Michael Ray, with children Natalie and Laura.

BRENHAM
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COPPERAS COVE

On June 14, 10 new members were welcomed into membership at Trinity Lutheran Church. They are 
pictured with Rev. Dave Reedy.

ABELINE

Rev. Robert 
Pase, pastor 
of Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, 
performed a 
two-fold Baptism 
on April 19. 
Baptized were 
Maeve Alana 
Dembs, daughter 
of Malachi and 
Kristin Dembs; 
and Silas 
Benjamin Glubke, 
son of Nolan 
Glubke and 
August Robinson.
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BASTROP

Epiphany Lutheran Church continues to grow! On June 7, Joe 
and Kelli Davis and their son, Aaron, were received into mem-
bership. They are pictured with Rev. E.B. Holschuh Epiphany 
pastor. More on Epiphany appears on Page 13.

DEVINE

Eli Zadik (left) and Thomas Shields confessed the Christian 
faith publicly and were confirmed at Divine Savior on 
May 24, the Day of Pentecost. They are pictured with Rev. 
Randall Wehmeyer, Divine Savior pastor.

lay leaders. We need young adults 
willing to serve and lead. We need 
congregations willing to open their 
doors, engage their communities 
and participate in God’s mission.

As we celebrate 100 years of 
Hispanic Ministry in Texas, we honor 
those who came before us, but we 
do not simply look backward. We 
look forward with hope. The same 
Gospel that transformed lives in San 
Antonio in 1926 continues to trans-
form lives today. The same Lord who 
guided the pioneers of this ministry 
continues to guide His church.

May God continue to unite us as 
one family in Christ, people from 
every culture, language and gen-
eration, working together to share 
the Good News of Jesus. The first 100 
years tell a story of God’s faithfulness. 
The years ahead invite us to con-
tinue that story for the glory of God 
and the blessing of our neighbors.

MISSIONS
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4)

SGO
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5)

opportunities that can make Chris-
tian education more attainable.

The federal SGO is more than a 
policy change; it is an opportunity to 
expand access, strengthen families 
and invest in the future of our com-
munities. Having seen the success 
of scholarship programs in Arizona, I 
am hopeful about what lies ahead 
and grateful for partners like Legacy 
Deo that are helping make that 
vision a reality.

The future of education is strongest 
when families have meaningful 
choices, communities invest in stu-
dents, and schools work together to 
ensure every child has the opportu-
nity to succeed.
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 THORNDALE

ABOVE: Rev. Jeff Doria 
baptizes Levi Floyd Hernandez 
at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
on May 10. Also pictured 
are Levi’s parents, Price and 
Cameron Hernandez, and big 
brother Zander.

ABOVE RIGHT: Also baptized 
by Pastor Doria on May 10 was 
Rowdy Ford Wells. With Rowdy 
are his parents, Brock and 
Amy Wells.

RIGHT: Serenity Rae Terrell 
was baptized on April 26. Also 
pictured are her parents, Will 
and Kelsey Terrell, and Pastor  
Doria.

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!

Congratulations to 
the following couples, 
who are celebrating 
marriages of 50 years 
or more:

Grace, Brownwood 
Ron and Alice Piri 
60 years, May 7

St. Paul, Thorndale 
David and Patsy Palm  
54 years, May 20

Freddie and Carol 
Wuensche 
63 years, May 25

Homer and Barbara 
Rutledge 
69 years, May 29

St. Paul, The Grove 
Richard and Jill Lorenz 
50 years, Aug. 17

Glenn and Mary Winkler 
56 years, Aug. 22

Rodney and Syliva Winkler 
57 years, Aug. 29

Gethsemane, Houston 
Mike and Barbara McInnis 
58 years, July 5

Harvey and Carol Owens 
54 years, July 29

Kenneth and Alice Kasper 
53 years, Aug. 11

Milton and Viola Bade 
61 years, Aug. 14

George and Clarie 
Aschenbeck 
60 years, Aug. 20

Christ Our Savior, Lago Vista
Mike and Mary Dobrasko 
54 years, Aug. 12

Edgar and Harriet 
Engelbrecht 
67 years, Aug. 8

Mike and Marlene Royer 
59 years, Aug. 12

Memorial, Plano 
Jo and Rudolph Buchwald, 
76 years, June 26
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CHURCH EXTENSION FUND

Celebrating a milestone in Bastrop

On May 2, Texas CEF joined 
Epiphany Lutheran Church, 
Bastrop, to celebrate its Land 
Dedication Service! Rev. Nathan 

Wendorf, pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
Harlingen, and Texas District third vice-president, was 
the guest preacher. 

The service was followed by a barbecue lunch 
provided by the Holy Smokers from Bethany 
Lutheran Church, Austin. 

Epiphany held its inaugural service in February 
2022. Rev. E.B. Holschuh, Epiphany pastor said the 
following: 
“For the Epiphany family, our recent land dedication 
was far more than a ceremony on a piece of 
property — it was a visible reminder that God has 
been guiding and sustaining this mission from the 
very beginning. 

“Standing together on the land He has provided, 
surrounded by brothers and sisters in Christ, prayers, 

generosity and joy, we were given a glimpse of 
what the Lord is building among us; not merely 
a future church building, but a Christ-centered 
community rooted in His Word and sent into the 
world to connect, grow and multiply. 

“The overwhelming support, the presence of so 
many people and the generous offerings received 
all testified that this mission is larger than ourselves. 
It was a moment of gratitude, hope and renewed 
commitment as we entrusted the next chapter of 
Epiphany Lutheran Church into the faithful hands 
of God.” 

At Texas CEF, we are grateful to walk alongside 
congregations like Epiphany Lutheran Church as 
they expand opportunities to share the Gospel and 
serve their communities. Thank you for partnering 
with us in ministry with your faithful investments and 
helping support mission growth across Texas.

Becca Jones
Texas CEF Executive Director

texascef.org • 888-951-1233

ABOVE: Rev. E. B. Holschuh (left) is pictured 
with Rev. Nathan Wendorf. 

LEFT: The barbecue lunch is served.

http://texascef.org
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SCHOOL MINISTRY

Growing as educators — and leaders

Dr. Bill Hinz
Director, School Ministry

For leaders in our Lutheran 
schools, continuous learning is far 
more than a professional devel-
opmental strategy. It is a core 

element of Christian stewardship, a vital expression 
of our vocational faithfulness of sharing the Good 
News of the Gospel.

As the 2025–2026 school year ended and summer 
recess began, we, as Lutheran educators, contin-
ued to strive to gain new ideas that will enhance 
the learning experience of our students. We also 
added new resources and insights for our teachers 
that will help us in the mission of our schools — shar-
ing Jesus Christ with more and more students and 
their families while guiding our students toward 
academic excellence.  

We remain constant learners not because we lack 

confidence in what we know, but because we 
serve a God whose wisdom is infinite and whose 
world is ripe for Gospel-driven, creative stewardship.

A Marketing, Recruitment and Retetion (MRR) work-
shop is held every June for administrative leard-
ership teams from across the state. This year they 
gathered for this day of learning and networking at 
Concordia Lutheran High School, Tomball. 

We were privileged to welcome Jay Tickle as our 
keynote speaker. Jay, from Greenville, S.C., is owner 
of Banner 61, which offers marketing strategies and 
support to Christian schools, churches and nonprof-
its. Those gathered also attended sessions of topical 
interest, and we were blessed to have Rev. Matt 
Popovits, senior pastor of St. Mark Lutheran Church, 
Houston, lead the opening devotion. 

Rev. Matt Popovits, senior 
pastor of St. Mark, Houston, 
led the opening devotion at 
the MRR workshop.
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CAN-DO

‘Jehovah has the final say!’

One of my favorite things about 
Liberia is the music. Unfortu-
nately, I can’t sing to you as you 
read this, but I think the words 

will speak for themselves! Hearing the children in 
an orphanage sing these words melted my heart 
and reminded me that God truly is in control and 
has purchased us as His own dear children through 
Jesus’ selfless death and resurrection.

Tell me who has the final say? Jehovah has 
the final say!

Tell me who has the final say? Jehovah has 
the final say!

Jehovah turned my life around. He turned 
my life around. He made a way where 
there’s no way! Jehovah has the final say!

Mary don’t cry, Jesus born to die! Mary 
don’t cry, Jesus born to die! All of my sins, 
shall be taken away! Glory, hallelujah, praise 
the Lord! All of my sins shall be taken away, 
taken away!

The words of John 14 are so comforting.

“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to 
you. Yet a little while and the world will see me 
no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you 
also will live.” v. 18-19  

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 
will send in my name, he will teach you all things 
and bring to your remembrance all that I have 
said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace 
I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to 
you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 
them be afraid.” v. 26-27

No matter how hard the circumstances of your life 
might be, God is ultimately watching over you, guid-
ing and providing what He knows is needed to mold 
and shape you into His image! Though we never 
seek out suffering, God can use it in amazing ways. 

A.W. Tozer, 20th century theologian and pastor, said, 

By Pat Fick
CAN-DO Director

“It is doubtful whether God can bless a man greatly 
until he has hurt him deeply.”

Perhaps you are going through unpleasant circum-
stances and struggles. Trust God to work all thing for 
good in your life (Romans 8:28-29) as He conforms 
you to the image of Christ Jesus. 

Let me close with another Liberian song. May it en-
courage your heart as you trust God and don’t try 
to lean on your own understanding (Proverbs 3:5-6).

He is able to do what no man can do. You 
are able God!

He is able to bless what no man can bless. 
You are able God!

He is able to heal what no man can heal. 
You are able God!

You are able God! You are able God! You 
are able God! You are able God!

I am on the Lord’s side! I will never give up! I 
am an overcomer, for the Lord God is on my 
side!
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LWML TEXAS DISTRICT NEWS

We recognize the five young women who have 
been selected by the LWML Texas District Scholar-
ship Committee to each receive a $2,500 scholar-
ship for the 2026–2027 school year. 

Thank you also to all the amazing women who 
applied for the scholarship. Please lift each of these 
young women up in prayer as they pursue the plans 
God has in store for them. 

Following are notes of appreciation from those re-
ceiving a scholarship.

Caroline Browning • Gloria Dei, Houston
Junior, Concordia University, Nebraska (CUNE)
Thank you so much for awarding me the LWML Texas 
District scholarship. I am grateful for your generosity 
and support. This scholarship will help me continue 
my education at CUNE, where I am studying ele-
mentary education. I am also working toward a 
Lutheran teacher diploma and a coaching en-
dorsement. With your generosity I am able to attend 
school for a future where I can serve students in the 
classroom, court, or in all aspects of life.

Elizabeth Crawford • Faith, Plano
Junior, Concordia University, Nebraska 
Thank you so much for gifting me this generous 
scholarship! These funds will be a great benefit to 
me as I continue my studies at CUNE, where I am 
being equipped to pursue God’s calling to serve as 
a Lutheran school teacher and church musician. 
Thank you for supporting me and others who desire 
to serve through various church work vocations. 

Lottie Hamre • Crown of Life, Colleyville
Freshman, Concordia University, Nebraska
I want to extend my thanks for awarding me the 
LWML scholarship for the 2026–2027 school year! 
I am thankful I can continue my educational ca-
reer at CUNE in the fall. The Lord has given me this 
path to continue toward being a church worker in 
middle-level education. I am grateful for the support 
I will have from my own church body to pursue my 
goals in education. I cannot wait to see all the Lord 
will do in my life.

Faith Keiper • Trinity-Klein, Spring
Sophomore, Concordia University Wisconsin (CUW)
I am writing to express my sincere thanks for being 
selected as a recipient of the $2,500 scholarship for 
the 2026–2027 school year at CUW. This generous 

gift is a true blessing that will assist me in pursuing a 
Lutheran secondary education degree. I hope to 
one day be a Lutheran school counselor. I appreci-
ate your prayers as I continue to follow God’s plans. 
Thank you for your kindness, your investment in my 
future and for your dedicated service to the Lord.

Téadora Schwolert • St. Paul, Austin
Freshman, Concordia University, Nebraska
I am writing to express my deepest thanks and 
gratitude for the generous scholarship you have 
awarded me. As I eagerly and prayerfully prepare 
to begin my church music studies at CUNE, the 
blessing of this scholarship enables me to focus my 
efforts more freely on my future vocation. It allows 
me to foster my gifts in music and realize my calling 
to serve others! I am thrilled at the possibilities your 
support provides me for furthering my education 
and passion for the Lord’s church. It is such an honor 
to be recognized, supported and uplifted by the 
LWML community in this way.

LWML Sunday
Traditionally celebrated the first Sunday in October, 
Lutheran Women in Mission Sunday can be cele-
brated any time. This year’s theme continues a four-
year cycle focusing on the LWML Mission Statement: 

As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim 
Christ, support missions, and equip women to honor 
God by serving others. 

For Lutheran Women in Mission Sunday 2026, we 
focus on Supporting Missions. This theme is based 
on Ecclesiastes 3:9–15, Galatians 2:1–10, and Mark 
10:35–45.

For more information and downloadable materials, 
visit lwml.org/lwml-sunday.

Send your mite offerings along with a remittance 
form to: 

LWML Texas District; Attn: Alissa Elley, Financial 
Secretary; P.O. Box 183; Seguin, TX 78156

Send LWML news and photos to the VP of Communi-
cation at communication@lwmltxdist.org.

eConnection newsletter: Scan the QR 
code or visit lwmltxdist.org. Scroll down to 
“Stay in touch…” and subcribe.

Congratulations, scholarship recipients!

http://lwml.org/lwml-sunday
mailto:communication@lwmltxdist.org
http://lwmltxdist.org

