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From the president

re you walking through Lent 
with a repentant heart and 
attitude? In Luke 18, Jesus 

became very pointed in teaching 
about repentance. Luke recounted 
that Jesus spoke a “parable to some 
who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous, and treated others 
with contempt” (LUKE 18:9).
Ouch. Who of us doesn’t fit into 
those categories from time to time?
The parable described a Pharisee 
and a tax collector who went to 
the temple to pray. The Pharisee 
prayed:

“ God, I thank you that I am not 
like other men, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even like 
this tax collector. I fast twice a 
week; I give tithes of all that I 
get.” LUKE 18:11–12 

But the tax collector hung his head 
and said:

“ God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!” LUKE 18:13

Jesus summed up the stirring scene 
by saying:

By Rev. Michael 
Newman
President,  
LCMS Texas District
txlcms.org    
mnewman.org

“ I tell you, this man [the tax 
collector] went down to his 
house justified, rather than the 
other. For everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, but 
the one who humbles himself 
will be exalted.” LUKE 18:14

What are the two repentance chal-
lenges for you and me?
First, exuberant voicing of moral 
outrage about others may be Satan’s 
sneaky replacement for genuine 
personal repentance. If any of us 
becomes too vocal about “those sin-
ners out there,” we can fall into the 
trap of arrogance. If you and I decry 
“all those people who embrace god-
less cultural ideas and lifestyles,” 
our contempt can unmoor us from 
the truth. 
The Scriptures provide clarity when 
finger-pointing becomes the mode 
of God’s people:

“ If we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us.” 1 JOHN 1:8 

Self-justification pulls us away from 
justification by grace through faith.
Second, lashing out at sin-in-gen-
eral obscures the grace of God. It is 
easy to take pot-shots at issues — 
generalized sin expressed in trends 
but not attached to people, but this 
practice perpetuates a false appear-
ance of righteousness on the part 

Questions for reflection:
Read Eph. 2:4-10
How did God treat you? How does 
this shape your approach to others?
Prayer starter: Thank Jesus 
for specific ways you see His 
compassion for you.

of the commentator and an illusion 
that no harm is done — it’s just 
about the issues.
But the Pharisee’s generalizing 
landed on the specific tax collector. 
Objective condemnation always de-
generates into subjective contempt. 
If God’s people become harsh bash-
ers of general sin, those who need 
forgiveness are excluded from hope 
in Christ.
What’s the answer? It is to trust not 
in ourselves, but in the Savior of the 
world and to follow Him, the Friend 
of sinners, as we relate to others. 
Yes, we declare both Law and Gos-
pel. Without a doubt, we admonish 
as well as encourage. But as those 
saved by grace, we recognize that 
our storyline is not self-righteous-
ness; it is God’s lavish and unde-
served love. While we were sinners, 
Christ died for us. This is our narra-
tive. This is where we need to travel 
with everyone, all the time. 
Let our repentance became conta-
gious and our humility embrace the 
hearts of all so they can be exalted 
in the saving grace of Jesus!

Challenges of repentance

http://txlcms.org
http://mnewman.org
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Rev. Lincon 
Guerra
Mission and 
Ministry 
Facilitator, 
Area A

MISSIONS

At the beginning of this year, 
I spent some time reflecting 
on Joshua 1:6-9. In my jour-
ney as a missionary pastor 
in the United States for the 
last two decades, and now 
as a member of the Texas 
District mission team, I have 
been able to see firsthand 
the work and fruits of many 
missionaries in the field. 
I need to be honest. Some 
of the things I miss most 
about being in the field as a 
missionary pastor are being 
with the people, connecting with 
the lost, and seeing and being part 
of the transformation of people by 
the power of the Gospel.
I still see that in my life and role in 
supporting missionaries, pastors, 
evangelists and lay leaders who are 
on the front line every day. I ad-

mire all of you very much! 
You accepted the call to the 
most important endeavor 
on earth: to make disciples 
of all nations, to bring peo-
ple to heaven. 
We all have this mission 
and it’s not an easy one. 
It’s very tough, messy, ex-
hausting and many times 
intimidating. We face many 
challenges and giants, and 
an enemy who is not only 
interested, but also com-
mitted to destroying the 

mission work. So as you walk this 
journey, please remember to:
FOLLOW GOD’S CALLING IN 
YOUR LIFE. 
God distinctly marked Israel at Sinai 
and empowered them to conquer 
the promised land. Likewise, we 
are the new Israel and are commis-

sioned and empowered to conquer 
all nations with the Gospel and take 
the people to the promised heaven. 
In His Great Commission, Jesus 
gives us the tools to accomplish 
this mission by making disciples 
through Baptism and His teaching. 
What a great gift to share!

STAND STRONG AND COURAGEOUS. 
The Israelites were afraid to enter 
the land, but God encouraged them 
to be strong and courageous. As 
missionaries of God, we will face 
challenges as we carry out His 
mission, but we can trust that God 
will give us the strength we need to 
overcome them. 
God’s words to Joshua are the 
same for us today: “Be strong and 
courageous.” Joshua carried an au-
thority imparted by God Himself. 

TRUST IN GOD’S PROMISE. 
Joshua faced strong and powerful 
nations, and the task before him 
was mammoth. But his hope was 
based completely on God’s promise: 
“I will be with you.” And His prom-
ise for us in the Great Commission 
is the same: “I am with you.” The 
task before us may seem over-
whelming, but we can take comfort 
in knowing that God is with us.
HAVE FUN AND ENJOY THE 
JOURNEY.
Back in 2014, we were starting a 
new Hispanic mission in West Des 
Moines, Iowa. I remember that the 
senior pastor and a good friend of 
mine told me on one of those oc-
casions when things seemed very 
difficult: “If we are not having fun, 
we are doing it wrong.” 
The missionary Paul reminds us in 
Phil. 4:4:

Rejoice in the Lord always; 
again I will say, rejoice. 

God has given us a great task 
and privilege to serve Him. Let’s 
remember to have fun and enjoy 
the journey.

Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to 
inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. … 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not 
be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is 
with you wherever you go. JOSHUA 1:6,9

STAND STRONG!
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LEGACY DEO

Brian D. 
Hamilton
Chief  
Financial  
Officer

2022 ministry highlights
Despite global unrest and the highest inflation seen 
in 40 years, 2022 was another remarkable year for 
us. Our accomplishments speak for themselves, but 
also to the timelessness of our mission. 

If you’d like information about our gift-planning 
services so that you can leave a charitable legacy of 
your own, let us hear from you. Contact us at  
info@legacydeo.org.

1
estate  
plan  

completed

$47,000
ministry grants 

awarded

800-880-3733
legacydeo.org

2901 Caballo Ranch Blvd. 
Ste. 4D

Cedar Park, TX 78641  
78724-2499

Total distributions:
$2.5 million

$2.2 
million

distributed to 
ministries* 

$332,000
distributed to 

individuals

28  
stock gifts  

passed through  
to ministries

17  
new

accounts

$2.1 
million
total donations

received

*More than $1.9 million  
to Texas-based ministries
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HAPPENINGS

GUN 
BARREL 
CITY
On Dec. 11, 
St. Peter 
Lutheran Church 
received new 
members, from 
left, Bob and 
Beth Wickwire, 
Kelvin McCoy, 
Jason Tankersley, 
Janet Craig, and 
Rita Evans and 
her daughter, 
Kelly Evans. In 
back is Rev. D. R. 
Nelson.

ALEMAN
On Jan. 15, St. Paul’s welcomed new members 
Barbara and Doyle Cook. Pastor is Rev. Don Poole.

2023 
Theological 
Convocation

May 8–10

“The Unique Treasure
 of the Gospel”

St. Paul Lutheran Church
1301 Hogan Lane,  Waco

For more information and to register, visit 
2023txdistrictconvocation.eventbrite.com
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HAPPENINGS

DUMAS
Macklan Meyerhoff was baptized at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church on Jan. 8. From left, Rev. Troy Scroggins and 
Clayton and Shaylan Meyerhoff with their children, 
Maverick and Macklan.

LA GRANGE
Mount Calvary was pleased to welcome Eli LaFayette 
Pietsch on Nov. 16 to the family of God through the 
rite of Holy Baptism. Shown with Rev. Jason Kaspar 
are Eli’s brother, Samuel (standing), and parents 
Don Clayton and Hannah Pietsch. 

THE GROVE
Rev. Dr. Wilbert and Lyn Sohns, members of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, are pictured as he signs copies of his 
book “The Great Sending: God's Heart for the World 
Beating Through You.” Pastor Sohns has served as 
chairman of the LCMS Board for Missions and president 
of the Wyoming District, as well as a parish pastor in 
Wyoming, Colorado, Illinois; and as emeritus at St. Paul.

NACOGDOCHES
On Reformation Sunday, Oct. 30, Redeemer 
welcomed new member Barret Williams, who is 
pictured with Rev. John Cain.
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HAPPENINGS

FAITH, PLANO

Rev. Robert W. Hill, 
former Faith Lutheran 
Church senior pastor, 
and his wife, Elizabeth 
(seated in front), recently 
had the opportunity to 
visit with several of their 
grandchildren in Fort 
Wayne, Ind. All grandsons 
and grandsons-in-law 
in this photo are either 
serving as pastors or 
studying to be pastors. 
Pictured are, from left, 
Andrew (grandson) and 
Sarah Hill family; David 
(grandson) and Elizabeth 
Woelmer family; Daniel 
and Sarah (granddaughter) 
Warner family; and James 
and Jill (granddaughter) 
Gramzow. 

Benjamin Kolodziej, a 
member of Faith, presented 
a lecture based on his new 
book, “Joyful Singing: A 
Story of Lutheran Sacred 
Music in Texas” (published by 
Fortress Press). The lecture 
highlighted the sacred music 
of generations of Texas 
Lutherans, concentrating 
heavily on the Wendish people 
and Rev. Jan Kilian, who led 

their assimilation into the 
LCMS; the development of 
choirs and organs in the local 
church; and the historical role 
Concordia University Austin 
played in training church 
musicians in the state. 
Never far from the discussion 
was the many people whose 
careers were and are dedicated 
to serving God and His people 
with their music.

In January, Elizabeth 
Paul, a senior at 
Concordia University 
Wisconsin, completed a 
month-long internship at 
Faith Lutheran School. 
She is the third student 
to intern at the school. 
For the internship, 
Elizabeth observed 
teachers and administrators and worked 
with educators and staff in a variety of 
classroom and school-wide activities.
“This classical Lutheran education intern-
ship is different from traditional student 
teaching,” said Rev. Stephen Kieser, Faith 
Lutheran School headmaster. “Miss Paul had 
the unique opportunity to experience and 
observe not only day-to-day teacher activi-
ties and routines, but also school adminis-
trator duties and responsibilities. She also 
prepared and taught no less than two lessons 
under the supervision of a mentor.” 
Classical education internships are shorter 
and more focused. This generally means that 
interns have more experiences.
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Congratulations to Lazarus Church, 
which was chartered as an LCMS 
Texas District congregation on 
Sunday, Jan. 22. Pictured are the 
Lazarus members during the signing. 
Lazarus Church began meeting two 
years earlier, a result of Rev. Mark 
and DCE Laura Pulliam’s desire to 
reach the Spring/Woodlands area 
with the message of Jesus.

Laura and Mark are installed as 
Lazarus’ first workers by (left) 
Rev. Dr. Jon Braunersreuther and 
Rev. Victor Frank.

HAPPENINGS

SPRING

BIG SPRING
On Jan. 15, 
Alive in Christ 
celebrated Anna 
Vizcaino’s first 
communion. She 
is pictured with 
Vicar Bobby 
Roever (left) 
and Rev. Carroll 
Kohl.

The Parish Nurse committee of Alive in Christ 
Lutheran Church held a blood drive on Jan. 14. 
Eleven products were donated.
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HAPPENINGS

Seventy-five youth attended the North Texas 
Reset Retreat for high school youth, held 
Jan. 13-15. The youth were from Christ the 
King, Waxahachie; Our Savior, Rockwall; 
Trinity, Weatherford; Peace, Hurst; St. John’s, 
Mansfield; Bethel, College Station; and Our 
Savior, Granbury.

The event was planned by Dallas-Fort Worth 
area directors of Christian education. 

For the service project, youth packed meals 
for Kids Against Hunger. The keynote speaker 
was Rev. Travis Hartjen, who serves at Crown 
of Life Lutheran Church, Colleyville. Concordia 
University Texas students also attended and 
provided the worship music.

Youth ‘RESET’ at retreat

The 
participants 
gather for 
worship. 
Music was led 
by students 
from 
Concordia 
University 
Texas.

Youth put together meals for Kids Against Hunger.
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HAPPENINGS

WALBURG
Rev. Zach McIntosh (center, just behind the 
cross) was installed as senior pastor of Zion 
Lutheran Church on Jan. 22. He is surrounded 
by fellow pastors that gave him a blessing 
during the installation.

AUSTIN
On Jan. 22, Redeemer celebrated the 35th 
anniversary of its 50-rank Visser-Rowland 
tracker pipe organ with a hymn festival 
led by Dr. David Cherwien. The theme was 
“Made One in Christ, Celebrating 35 Years of 
Pipes in Praise.” 

The instrument, installed in 1988, led 
three inaugural events that year featuring 
organists Paul Manz, Harold Rutz, Paul Rutz 
and Charles Ore.

Our Savior members 
celebrated Irma 
Garrett’s 95th 
birthday on Dec. 31. 

ABILENE



MARCH 2023  /  11

CONGRATS!
These Lutheran friends of yours are celebrating 
wedding anniversaries of 50 YEARS or more.

TIES THAT BIND

The Grove, St. Paul 
Aubrey and Dorothy Richter 
72 years, March 3
Stan and Janice Dake 
53 years, March 26

La Grange, Mount Calvary 
James and Mary Walker 
55 years
James and Sharon Pietsch 
53 years

San Angelo, Trinity 
Ray and Elaine Van Stockum 
58 years, Jan. 11
Jerry and Francis Peiser 
54 years, Jan. 13

Roy and Carolyn Vick 
61 years, Jan. 22

Phillip and Babs Benge 
54 years, Jan 26

Bob and Diane Bohl 
53 years, Jan. 30

Nacogdoches, Redeemer 
Michael and Sharon Kasper 
51 years, Dec. 23
Warren and Betty Fisher 
52 years, Jan. 22

Roy and Bonnie Benignus 
57 years, April 2

Lago Vista, Christ Our Savior 
Randy and Lois Kruger, Sr. 
58 years, Jan. 23
Rick and Wanda 
DeGraffenreid Jr. 
53 years, March 7
Michael and Mary Donaldson 
51 years, Jan 22
Johnny and Sharon Sherbert 
53 years, Feb. 14

Wiley and Richie Butler, 
members of Redeemer, 
Baytown, celebrated 56 years of 
marriage on Jan. 21.

Paul and Dawn Fleischer, 
members of Christ Our Savior, 
Lago Vista, celebrated 55 years 
of marriage on Jan. 20

David and Karen Love, 
members of Faith, Lampasas, 
celebrated 50 years of marriage 
on Dec. 29.

Billy and Chris Heiner, 
members of St. John, 
Beaumont, celebrated 50 years 
of marriage on Nov. 24.

Share your 
news with us!
Send photos, stories and newsletters for 
The Lutheran Witness to:
▶ txmess@txlcms.org
▶  Texas Messenger,  

LCMS Texas District,  
7900 E. Highway 290,  
Austin, TX 78724-2499

Texas Messenger is available online at  
txlcms.org/texas-messenger

Harold and Dorothy 
Fischer, members 
of Trinity, Taylor, 
celebrated 60 years of 
marriage on March 1.

James and Betty 
Tischler, members of 
St. John, Hamilton, 
celebrated 69 years of 
marriage on Jan. 23

mailto:txmess%40txlcms.org?subject=
http://txlcms.org/texas-messenger
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By Dr. Bill Hinz  
Director, School 
Ministry
One of the great 
opportunities to share 
the Gospel and connect 
with the young families 
of our communities is 
through the ministry of 
our early childhood education 
programs.
Doing early childhood minis-
try well is a challenging task. 
It can be a great source of 
sharing the Gospel and con-
necting students and families 
to Christ. When a teacher has 
a trusting, loving relationship 
with a 3- or 4-year old, the 
child accepts what is being 
shared with them as truth. 
If they are shown love and 
you tell them that Jesus loves 
them, they believe.

SCHOOL MINISTRY

We are blessed in 
the Texas District to 
have a large number 
of early childhood 
programs, both free-
standing and those 
connected with an 
elementary school 
program. Our ear-

ly childhood programs are 
staffed with excellent leaders 
and dedicated teachers who 
are devoted to their students 
and their families.
Our early childhood centers 
are seeking to provide the 
best ways for their young stu-
dents to learn. Age-appropri-
ate curriculum and activities 
with a strong foundation in 
faith are important to the 
overall development of these 
young minds.
To further their professional 

March 9-11: Early Childhood 
Conference, San Marcos

June 7: Marketing, Recruitment 
and Retention Leaders Day, Tomball

July 17-19: Administrators 
Conference, San Antonio

A recent chapel 
at Redeemer 
Lutheran Early 
Childhood 
Center, Austin, 
was led by their 
three-year-old 
classes along 
with their 
teachers, Kathy 
Bradshaw (top)
and Nancy 
Schaefer 
(seated). The 
lesson was 
about Daniel 
and the lion’s 
den.

Celebrating our  
EARLY CHILDHOOD MINISTRIES

development, each year early 
childhood teachers network, 
share best practices and par-
ticipate in presentations at 
our annual Early Childhood 
Educators Conference. 
Additional resources for our 
early childhood leaders are 
provided through groups like 
our Directors Retreat and 
Early Childhood Council, 
and through a mentoring 
program. We are also blessed 
to be a part of LCMS School 
Ministry, which provides ear-
ly-childhood resources and 
learning opportunities.
Our centers are filled dai-
ly with the love of Jesus 

through fun activities and 
caring teachers. Chapel 
gatherings and sharing Bible 
stories are special highlights. 
Our young children are learn-
ing how to pray for others 
and to give thanks for the 
blessings they daily receive 
from the Lord. 
We thank God for the won-
derful ways that our congre-
gations are reaching into the 
community, including with 
our early childhood minis-
tries, and for sharing the love 
and forgiveness of Jesus with 
His young children every day.
Solio Deo … to God alone be 
the glory.
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CTX

Dr. Daniel 
Guerrero 
charted his 

own path to his 
current role as a 
college professor 
and administrator. 
So it makes sense 
that he wants to 
develop Concordia 
University Texas’ Master of Business 
Administration (MBA) program into a 
premier hub for creativity  
and innovation. 
Teaching business management 
courses at Concordia since 2020, 
Guerrero will now lead the estab-
lished MBA program as program 
chair. He will work with faculty, staff 
and students to develop and maintain 
a long-term vision that aligns with 
the strategic work of the College of 
Business and Communication and the 
university’s mission.
“I believe Concordia’s MBA fills a 
unique niche in the Central Texas 
area,” Guerrero says. “Among faith-
based university programs, our suc-
cess in four important areas sets us 
apart: community, environment, fac-
ulty and affordability.”
“We are delighted to appoint a busi-
ness education professional who 
has dual perspective,” says Dr. Don 
Christian, CTX president. “Having had 
one foot each in graduate and under-
graduate teaching, plus working world 
experience, Dr. Guerrero will keep our 
MBA program focused on supporting 
all of our students in navigating aca-

New MBA chair seeks to create  
INNOVATION CORRIDOR 
between San Antonio and Austin

Enhancing school
and community

demic transitions that will serve them 
well in today’s job market.”
The new program chair seeks to con-
tribute to the creation of an innova-
tion corridor between San Antonio 
and Austin. 
“We have not just a responsibility, 
but an opportunity to lead with new 
ideas and new businesses,” Guerrero 
says. “To think big, our students must 
gain a greater sense of confidence in 
what they can bring to a community, 
an organization, an industry and to 
the world. Our region needs them to 
contribute to building a global supply 
chain that brings together manufac-
turing, technology and conservation.”
Guerrero’s academic focus has a lot 
in common with his professional 
strengths to date. He combines the 
theoretical with the practical in the 
classroom. “I connect the founda-
tional curriculum concepts to direct 
student engagement with individual 
leaders and executives,” he says. 
“These professionals offer perspec-
tives from their work both locally and 
globally in leading communities and 
developing strong relationships.”
Guerrero also oversees Concordia’s 
Business Advisory Board. He engages 
with business and community 
leaders through an Advisory Board 
Network and connects them with 
the Concordia community, fostering 
meaningful relationships with area 
leaders and employers.
A native of San Marcos, Guerrero 
served six years as its mayor during a 
time of rapid growth. He also served 
Texas State University as assistant 
dean of students for the student de-
velopment and leadership programs, 
and taught global business and lead-
ership courses. 
Guerrero also consults with clients on 
energy efficiency, wastewater infra-
structure and sustainability. Guerrero 
is a gubernatorial appointee to the 
Texas State Board of Pharmacy and 
serves on several nonprofit boards.

COMMUNITY 
Our smaller learning 
community provides 
more individualized 
instruction.

ENVIRONMENT 
Our proximity to 
nature breeds 
respect for 
environmental 
stewardship. 

FACULTY 
Our instructors 
exhibit an 
elevated level of 
professionalism.

AFFORDABILITY 
Our students 
complete the 
program in just 18 
months  without 
significant debt.

Concordia University 
Texas MBA factors for 
success, as defined by 
Dr. Daniel Guerrero:

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
about the CTX MBA program, 

visit thelc.ms/ctx-mba.
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Donations for 
CAN-DO  
Missions are 
welcome!

By Pat Fick 
CAN-DO Director

My road bike 
had been 
disabled 

by a flat tire for 
three long months.  
During Christmas 
break I took it to the bike shop and 
staff replaced the tube and made the 
bike as good as new.
Reunited and it feels so good! It 
was ready to roll and I wanted to 
get an hour ride in, so I pedaled 
down the street to Brushy Creek 
Park, which has a wonderful bike 
trail. A half-hour into the ride, I 
turned around and started heading 
home. As I was picking up speed, 
a mountain biker came out of the 
woods and crossed the paved bike 
path that I was cruising down. 
Oh no, there’s no way I can stop 
now. If I keep on the paved path, I 
will crash into him and it won’t be 
pretty. In a split second I decided it 
would be wise to head off the path 
into the woods. 
Trees, here I come! My right hand 
had my phone in it. My left hand 

wasn’t smart enough to reach for 
the brakes. Thank God for the thick 
pile of dead leaves that caused my 
front tire to stop dead in its tracks. 
I dove off the bike, threw the phone 
down and made a very uncoordi-
nated landing. 
What would be the result of my 
crash?
Thankfully, this story doesn’t 
end with a trip to the emergency 
room (which is usually my modus 
operandi). I had a gash in my wrist 
from my fitbit and my bike chain 
came off the gears, but that was it. 
My body was still totally intact. No 
broken bones. God is so good!
The mountain biker did stop to see 
if I was OK. As he picked me up off 
the ground he said, “I’m so sorry. 
I didn’t see you coming!” I assured 
him that I would be fine, thanked 
him for his concern, and said, 
“Happy New Year! God bless you!”
When have you been caught off 
guard? You didn’t see that coming! 
It could be a health concern, a rela-
tionship trial or even a car or phone 
that decides it no longer works.

Call 512-313-4332 to  
donate via credit card 
Visit  
can-do.concordia.edu
Send to:
Concordia University Texas
ATTN: CAN-DO MISSIONS
11400 Concordia University 
Dr. 
Austin TX 78726

CONCORDIA CAN-DO

Ever been caught off guard when 
out of nowhere, you encountered 
someone in need of mercy?
In Matt. 25:37-40, Jesus applauds 
those who have clothed the naked 
and fed the hungry:

“ Then the righteous will 
answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty and 
give you drink? And when 
did we see you a stranger 
and welcome you, or naked 
and clothe you? And when 
did we see you sick or in 
prison and visit you?’ And 
the King will answer them, 
‘Truly, I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of 
these my brothers, you did 
it to me.’ ”

They didn’t see Jesus in need, but 
He says that whenever we serve 
someone else, we are serving Him. 
Similarly, when we go on mission 
trips, our goal is to love others as 
we have been loved by Jesus. And 
the crazy thing is, we always re-
ceive so much more than we give!

Caught off guard?
G
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http://can-do.concordia.edu
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TEXAS DISTRICT CHURCH EXTENSION FUND

By Raelyn Pracht • CEF Marketing Specialist
On Jan. 9, 2022, Zion Lutheran Church and 
School, Dallas, held the groundbreaking for a 
multi-use gymnasium that will be called the 
Recreational Outreach Center, or the ROC.
Having partnered with Zion for more than 20 
years, Texas District CEF was excited to provide 
the loan in 2015 for the first phase of Zion’s Boldly 
Building Zion’s Mission (BBZM) project, which 
included new school offices, a music rehearsal hall 
and several classrooms. After that loan was paid 
off, Zion and Texas District CEF partnered again 
in 2021 for the final phase — the a state-of-the-art 
12,500-square-foot Recreational Outreach Center. 
The ROC will essentially complete Zion’s campus, 
enabling the school to better serve its students 
and their families, and the congregation. Zion also 
anticipates, God willing, the ROC will also serve 
as an outreach facility to the community, a beacon 
on the busy corner of Skillman and Lovers Lane, 
and a tool of the Lord to reach and make disciples.
Zion’s members and school students and fam-
ilies anxiously await the ROC’s construction 
completion, which is anticipated this spring. 
Texas District CEF is proud to team up with Zion 
and provide another opportunity to multiply 
followers of Jesus. To God be all the glory!

“For every house is built by someone, but 
the builder of all things is God.” HEB. 3:4

‘Boldly 
building’ 
at Zion

In January 2022, Rev. 
Dr. Robert C. Preece 
conducts the ceremonial 
tossing of dirt during 
the groundbreaking for 
Zion’s building project.

Pictured is the artistic rendering of the gym by Cunningham Architects.

Architects Eric Gonzales, Gary Cunningham 
and Tom Doherty and church members Allan 
Zreet, James Kuhlman, Russell Treece and 
Chuck Green monitor progress.
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Cameron and Joanna Carlin did something excep-
tional in May 2022 when they helped a child with 
special needs find health, safety, stability and a forever 
home. Her name is Hailyn. 
The Carlins have maintained close ties with Little Peo-
ple of America (LPA) ever since their biological daugh-
ter, Haddie — who has achondroplasia dwarfism, the 
most common type of dwarfism — was six months old. 
The couple let LPA know they were interested in fos-
tering-to-adopt a second child with dwarfism. Once a 
baby girl with dwarfism had been located in December 
2020, Joanna and Cameron worked with Upbring 
Foster In Texas to become licensed to foster a child 
with primary medical needs.
Dwarfism, or short stature, is a rare genetic condition 
resulting in short arms, legs and fingers, and a dispro-
portionately large head. Many children with dwarfism 
experience delays in motor development, such as sit-
ting, crawling and walking. 
When Joanna and Cameron first brought Hailyn into 
their home in Hutto, she could only roll over and lift 

her head a bit. They made sure she had the right doc-
tors and speech and physical therapists, as well as 
at-home nursing care to help with her daily needs. 
Today, Hailyn can almost walk on her own, and she’s 
playing and climbing more.
The Carlins officially became a family of six on May 
18, 2022. Hailyn has three other siblings — Holden, 
Haddie and Hannah. 
To celebrate her adoption, the couple surprised the 
family kids with a trip to the Kalahari waterpark near 
Austin, courtesy of Lord of Life Lutheran Church, 
Austin, which blessed the family with a $1,000 gift cer-
tificate to the park.

Like all of Upbring’s adoption programs, Foster 
In Texas works diligently to provide nurturing 
forever homes for the children we serve. Learn 
more about foster-to-adoption in Texas at 
Upbring.org/foster-to-adopt.

UPBRING

Enough 
LOVE 
for one 
more
Family blesses child 
with special needs

http://Upbring.org
facebook.com/UpbringOrg
http://twitter.com/UpbringOrg
instagram.com/UpbringOrg


MARCH 2023  /  17

Lutheran Outdoors  
Ministry of Texas

  P.O. Box 457; La Grange, TX 78945
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 979-968-1657 • camplonestar.org

CONTACT US

2016 Camp Lone Star Road 
La Grange, TX 78945

LUTHERAN OUTDOORS MINISTRY OF TEXAS

A shared experience, a powerful 
breakthrough, a lifelong journey 
— the ministry of Camp Lone Star 
creates opportunities for people of 
all ages and backgrounds to “cul-
tivate real life,” rooted in and cen-
tered on Christ. 
Almost two years ago, Camp Lone 
Star (CLS) launched the Cultivat-
ing Real Life Capital Campaign to 
raise $7.8 million for four new staff 
homes and a new, expanded din-
ing hall at Base Camp that would 
advance ministry opportunities 
throughout the campsite. 
It is with great excitement that we 
can share that in January, through 
God’s blessings and the sacrifi-
cial generosity of more than 300 
families, our campaign was fully 
funded! Because of you, we will see 
expanded opportunities for minis-
try across our campus. 
Thank you for journeying with us 
over the last two years and stepping 
out in faith to see God’s will done 
in and through Camp Lone Star. 

Not to us, O Lord, not to 
us, but to your name give 
glory, for the sake of your 
steadfast love and your 
faithfulness! PS. 115:1

All glory to God!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

The success of this campaign will 
allow us to better take care of peo-
ple, serve more guests and impact 
more lives for generations to come 
— lives like the Gruener family. 
“We are grateful for the gift that 
CLS has been to our kids,” Barbara 
Gruener says. “Truth be told, their 
Camp Lone Star experience not 
only strengthened their relation-
ship with Christ, but ours as well.” 
God has done amazing things to 
cultivate real life over the last 80 
years at Camp Lone Star, and our 
mission to transform lives through 
adventurous Christ-centered 
experiences has been at the heart 
of all that we do. It’s a place and 
ministry where seeds of faith are 
planted, Christian leaders are 
cultivated and the Kingdom of 
God grows. 
Thanks to your prayers, generosity 
and advocacy, more lives will be 
transformed for the sake of the 
Gospel. We couldn’t have done this 
without you. Thank you for helping 

us cultivate real life! To 
God alone be the glory!
Learn more about what 
God is doing through 
the Cultivating Real Life 
Capital Campaign and 
make a plan to join us for 
summer! Registration for 
all summer camps is open 
now! Find out more at 
camplonestar.org.

The first completed 
project from the capital 
campaign is a new home 
for year-round staff.

mailto:info%40camplonestar.org?subject=
http://camplonestar.org
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LONE STAR DISTRICT LLL/LHM

The Lutheran Hour Ministries Lenten devotions 
for 2023 is titled “Man of Sorrows, People of 
Joy.” These daily devotions began on Ash Wednes-
day, Feb. 22, and will continue through Easter Sunday, 
April 9. 
Using Matthew’s Gospel as its source, Jesus is seen 
as a teacher, healer, comforter and Savior. The cru-
cifixion and resurrection now make joy and true life 
available to all. We all entrust our lives to Him. As the 
well-known story goes, our Lord Jesus, though divine 
in nature, took on human form and became intimately 
acquainted with our griefs and sorrows. This is proph-
esied in Isaiah 53.
God sending His Son to bear our sins and die on our 
behalf is testament to God’s unbounded love. Please 
join others in this daily walk with Jesus to the cross, 
His death and resurrection. These devotions will em-
phasize Jesus’ commitment to His mission, that His 
love declares believers innocent and that death does 
not control our lives. As believers we have the assur-
ance that we too will be resurrected on the last day to 
live in the midst of our Lord forever. 
The daily devotions are available at lhm.org/lent. You 
can also subscribe to have them delivered daily to your 
email. Audio files are available through your preferred 
podcast provider. The devotions are also available in 
Spanish, French and Chinese. 
Perfect for personal reflection or to share with family, 
friends and congregations, these seasonal meditations 
will help prepare you to celebrate the true meaning of 
the season. LHM also has devotions throughout the 
year at lhm.org/dailydevotions.

Another helpful resource for the Lenten season is the 
Project Connect booklet “Why Did Jesus Die?” 
The booklet tackles honestly and head-on the ques-
tion at the core of Christianity's 2000-year preoccu-
pation with the cross: Why did Jesus die? It explains 
how Scripture foretold the birth of a savior, and goes 
through the explanation of the promise of a savior and 
His death as a sacrifice for sins of the people. 
Jesus began to teach the disciples that “the Son of Man 
must suffer many things, be rejected by the elders, the 
chief priests, and the scribes and be killed. And after 
three days rise again” (MARK 8:30-32). The “son of man” 
is what the prophets used when emphasizing that the 
coming one would take the people’s suffering onto 
Himself. 
The Bible teaches that there are spiritual consequenc-
es for sin. “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). 
Without Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, we as sinners 
would be condemned to damnation in hell. Jesus, by 
paying for our sins on the cross, saves us from hell and 
offers eternal life with God in heaven to all believers. 
This is certainly Good News for all of us and explains 
Jesus’ death. 
As the booklet concludes: 

The cross for many Christians, including me, is 
not just a reminder of an ancient event that took 
place outside of Jerusalem. It is a reminder of 
God’s love for me. It is a sign of how I am now 
forgiven and not guilty. It is the marker of my new 
relationship with God. It is the source of the slow 
healing I am experiencing over time. In this way, 
the cross is the marking of an event, a turned 
corner in my own life.
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LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION

The LWML Texas District was hard at work the first 
two weeks of November as we organized three Lutheran 
World Relief (LWR) ingathering collection sites in 
Marion (near San Antonio), Houston and Plano. 
Donations came in from all over the state and from 
Louisiana. Five semi-trucks were filled with quilts and 
kits and delivered to the LWR warehouses, where they 
will be prepared for distribution around the world. Our 
prayer is that these donations will bring hope and care to 
those suffering from homelessness and despair caused by 
natural disasters or war. 
Collected were 16,721 quilts, 8,897 school kits, 10,923 
personal care kits, 1,692 baby care kits and 427 fabric 
kits. Much thanks to the women, men and youth who 
volunteered and made the ingatherings such a success. 
These were exhausting yet rewarding days, knowing the 
love of Jesus is going out into the world through quilts 
and kits. To God be the glory.
We extend special thanks to Martha Piedrasanta, LWR 
Quilt and Kit Ministry senior manager. Thanks also to 
the members of the LWML Texas District Mission Service 
Committee, including Mary Afsharirad (chair), Giovanne 
Turincio, Roberta Heiner and Amanda Mahrt; the Ingath-
ering coordinators, Sandy Miller, Priscella Reid and Deb-
ra Mattke; and Frances Molitor (LWML Texas District 
president) and Patti Samsel (VP of Gospel Outreach).

Through the Scholarship 
Endowment Fund, the LWML 
Texas District thanks the ladies 
of the Texas District who are 
studying to become full-time LCMS 
professional church workers. 
Thank you for the love of Jesus 
you are currently sharing while 
studying at an LCMS university, 

Thanks in advance!
and will continue to share as you 
enter into your vocations.
As another way of saying thank 
you, we encourage all eligible 
students to apply for the Texas 
District LWML Scholarship. The 
Scholarship Committee will soon 
award the scholarships for the 
2023-24 school year. For eligibility 

requirements and an application, 
visit lwmltxdist.org. Go to “About 
Us” and choose “Scholarships” 
from the drop-down menu. 
For more information, contact 
Melissa Houchin, Scholarship En-
dowment Fund Committee chair-
man, at scholarship@lwmltxdist.
org. Completed applications must 
be sent or emailed to Melissa time-
stamped or postmarked by March 31.

Texas Ingathering 2022

Volunteers were hard at work in Houston      and Marion     .

From left, Frances Molitor, Mary Afsharidad, Martha Piedrasantta 
and Priscella Reid.
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LWML TEXAS DISTRICT

GREAT IS HIS FFaaiitthhffuullnneessss!! 

2022–2024 Mite Goal $390,000 

Mites Received $136,474 

Total Mites Still Needed $253,526 

Mission Grants Paid $63,032 

Send your mite offerings along with a remittance  
form to: LWML Texas District Attn: Kathy Walther 
Financial Secretary, P.O. Box 124, Giddings, TX 78942 

30% 100% 35%

Totals as of December 31, 2022 

Welcome back as we all 
eagerly anticipate the ar-
rival of spring! There are 
plenty of spring quotes I 
could share, but I found one 
directly referencing the cur-
rent month of March. Para-
phrased it states, “March 
should be the time to look 
back on the first two months 
of the year and reflect on 
your goals and approaches. 
If your approaches are not 
generating results, consider 
that old ways don’t open 
new doors. It is time to leave 
the old patterns behind and 
find new ways.”
I do believe Abby Goehring, 
alias Lottie, said a remark-
ably similar thing at our 
convention last summer, 
except her translation was 
“We have to spruce it up.” 
Isn’t spring a wonderful 
time to start sprucing things 
up? Good news is there are 
plans underway to help you 
do just that.

In October 2022, five of 
your district leaders were 
blessed with the opportu-
nity to attend the LWML 
Assembly of Leaders train-
ing in St. Louis. Under 
the theme “Adventures in 
Equipping Leaders,” there 
were a few adventures in-
deed, but they came with 
much information that we 
are eager to share. 
Members of our district 
board received a small 
portion of the training ma-
terials in February. They 
were challenged to help us 
“spruce things up,” “open 
new doors” and discover 
what the Lord has waiting 
for us. Plans are under-
way to share this worthy 
information with as many 
district members as soon as 
possible. 
With the Lord, may we con-
tinue to be “Bold in Hope!”
Frances Molitor 
LWML Texas District President

Table Talk

Sprucing things up

Grab a cup of coffee or tea, 
and let us visit a moment.

2023 LWML Texas District Retreat

Oct. 20-21
Spiritual Retreat 
Center, Victoria

Have it your 
way!

Three locations, 
Three dates,
ONE GREAT STUDY

Sept. 8-9
Glen Lake Camp,  

Glen Rose

Sept. 22-23 
Ceta Canyon Retreat,  
Happy (near Amarillo)

Orphan Grain Train (OGT) is a 501c3 nonprofit 
Christian network that shares personal and ma-
terial resources with those in need in the United 
States and around the world. 
OGT volunteers gather donations of clothing, med-
ical supplies, food, Christian literature, and other 
aids to meet real needs. The OGT movement is a 
loving response to Jesus Christ’s loving service to 
each of us. 
For more information, visit ogt.org. For volunteer 
opportunities, contact an OGT branch: 

Serving with OGT

Highland Lakes
Genesis Lutheran Church
Byron Hobbs
• ogthltx@gmail.com
•  ogt.org/branches/highland-lakes

• 512-755-4703

Houston
Zion Lutheran Church
Mike Rathje
• ogthouston@gmail.com
• ogt.org/branches/Houston

• 281-840-3166

Registration for the 2023 LWML Convention is 
open! Plan to join your LWML friends in Milwaukee 
and “Celebrate the Lord of the Nations”  
(Ps. 33:12–13).

Information is available at:
▶ lwml.org/2023-convention
▶ The winter issue of Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly

LWML 40th Biennial Convention
June 22–25  •  Milwaukee 


