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From the president

Earlier this year I was blessed 
to enjoy two special gather-
ings. First, it was an honor 

to be a part of the LWML Texas 
District Convention in Houston in 
June. Under the theme “Great is His 
Faithfulness,” more than 400 par-
ticipants gathered to celebrate God’s 
faithfulness and to respond to His 
grace with faithful action.
It’s that simple. God gives freely. 
He blesses us with forgiveness, life 
and salvation through the death 
and resurrection of His Son and by 
delivering those gifts through the 
means of His Word, Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. We live in that 
grace by acting justly, loving mercy 
and walking humbly with our God 
(Micah 6:8). We thank the Lord and 
sing His praise; we tell everyone 
what He has done.
It’s that simple. Giving freely of 
themselves, wanting all to know 
Jesus, the women of the Texas 
LWML have committed to providing 
more than $200,000 for worthy 
mission efforts in Texas and beyond. 

By Rev. Michael 
Newman
President,  
LCMS Texas District
txlcms.org    
mnewman.org

Nationally, the LWML is fueling a 
broad base of Gospel outreach with 
$2 million in offerings. The LWML 
pledge says it well: “In fervent grat-
itude for the Savior’s dying love and 
His blood-bought gift of redemption 
we dedicate ourselves to Him with 
all that we are and have … to the 
great task of bringing the lost and 
the erring into eternal fellowship 
with Him.”
It’s that simple. 
A second gathering in which I 
was honored to participate was 
the VII Convención Nacional 
Hispana (LCMS Hispanic National 
Convention) in Orlando, Fla., in 
August. The theme was “Todos 
somos uno en Jesucristo” (We are 
all one in Christ Jesus) (Gal. 3:28). 
Nearly 300 participants came to-
gether to be strengthened and en-
couraged in and for the Gospel. 
Picture it, our very own LCMS 
church workers who have roots in 
countries around the world — in-
cluding Panama, Chile, Columbia, 
Guatemala, Venezuela, Mexico, 
Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil, Cuba, 
Puerto Rico and El Salvador — all 
united for the purpose of shar-
ing Jesus Christ with the growing 
multi-ethnic population of the Unit-
ed States, many right here in Texas! 
How can so many traditions, dia-
lects, cuisines and fútbol allegiances 

Questions for reflection:
Read Acts 2:5-21
What evidence of God’s grace do 
you see in these verses?

How do these verses shape the min-
istry of your congregation?

Prayer starter: Ask the Holy Spirit 
to open doors for you to share the 
Good News of Jesus.

join together? Because all people 
need the blessing of new life in Jesus. 
The “one thing needed” (Luke 10:42) 
diminishes all differences.
It’s that simple. Sometimes life 
seems so complicated — even life 
in the church. We become over-
whelmed and distracted by many 
things. We become afraid of the 
latest issues, polarized by the lat-
est divisions and preoccupied with 
our long lists of things to do. But as 
God’s Word and the Lutheran Con-
fessions remind us, we live by grace 
alone. The redeeming and renewing 
Spirit of God is being poured into 
us through the Means of Grace. 
Our sufficiency is not in our works 
or power or rituals or plans. It is in 
Christ alone. He is our life. He is 
our aim and purpose. His is the love 
we’re given and the love we share.
It’s that simple.
Learn more about the LWML Texas 
District at lwmltxdist.org. Learn 
more about the Hispanic Missionary 
League at hispanoslcms.com.

It’s that simple!
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TEXAS PARTNERS IN MISSION

• 
PRAY 

It is our number one priority. 
Our goal is to have 10% of the Texas District, 

LCMS members praying regularly for the mission. 
bit. Ly/ missionprayertx 

• 
PEOPLE 

We need church planters from 
our seminaries and from local contexts. 

We need evangelists who can be trained and sent. 
With more than 400 congregations in 

the Texas District, much can be accomplished • 

• 
GIFTS 

No gift to Texas Partners in Mission is too small. 
We need gifts to reach the thousands of people in Texas 

with the life-saving Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Every dollar contributed to Texas Partners in Mission 

goes directly to bringing the Gospel to people who 

don't know Jesus Christ. T hank you for your dedication 

to the mission of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Want to Increase Your Investment & Double Your Donation? 
Learn more about the TEXAS DISTRICT CEF TEXAS TWO-STEP. 
For more Information visit texascef.org/texastwostep/ 

"Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation." - Mark 16: 15 
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MISSIONS

Rev. Lincon 
Guerra
Mission and 
Ministry 
Facilitator, 
Area A

hen we were pregnant with our daughter, my 
wife was put on bed rest for a few weeks before 

the due date. Joash, our son, was three years old 
and his brother, Lincon Aaron, was one. I was planting a 
church in Houston back then and I remember bringing 
my laptop to work from home as I cared for Joash, Lincon 
Aaron and my very pregnant wife. There was so much to 
do and only one set of hands! It seemed impossible. 
But it was also an opportunity for me to serve my 
family and go the extra mile for them.
In the year that I have been serving in the Tex-
as District, I have seen many servants of God 
going the extra mile because “the harvest is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few.” It’s 
not easy! But it is a great opportunity! 
You may have heard the story of the two 
salesmen sent by a shoe manufacturer 
to a remote village to sell shoes. The first 
salesman went and scouted around for a 

few days. He didn’t sell any shoes 
and was very discouraged. His re-
port was “this is a disaster! No one 
here wears shoes!” 
So the manufacturer sent a second 
shoe salesman. A few days later he 
called very excited as he discovered 
the same situation. He reported 
“this is great! No one here wears 
shoes!” He saw the most incredible 
opportunity of his life and asked 
for more inventory to be sent.
As I help different congregations 
in their call process in West Texas, 
I have discovered that the harvest 
is indeed plentiful in Texas. The 
demographic studies of the com-
munities around our churches and 
ministries show that many, many 
people are unchurched. What a 
great opportunity to “go through-
out all the cities and villages, teach-
ing … and proclaiming the gospel 
of the kingdom.”
The plentiful harvest in Texas con-
tinues to require our prayers for 
workers today. Many pastors and 
church workers serve more than 
one faith community because the 
laborers are few. It’s not easy; it 
may even seem impossible some-
times. But they keep proclaiming 
the Gospel of the kingdom. I want 
to take this opportunity to say 
Gracias! Thank you for your hard 
kingdom work.
Dear brothers and sisters, let’s 

“pray earnestly to the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers 
into His harvest.” The plenti-
ful harvest in Texas still calls 
us to bear witness ourselves. 
Jesus still wants to “make 

disciples of all na-
tions.” He still has 
compassion for the 
crowds and chose 
to use you and me 
to serve them.

And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching 
in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom 
and healing every disease and every affliction. When He saw 
the crowds, He had compassion for them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then He 
said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers 
are few; therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into His harvest.” MATT. 9:35-38

A great 
opportunity
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The last 
calendar 
quarter is 

here. Many are 
probably thinking 
about when and 
how to make their 
year-end gifts to 
charity. Giving by 
check or credit 
card is the option 
of choice for most 
because of its 
convenience. 
But are you aware there are other 
ways to give? Some people may 
benefit from giving investment 
securities, even with market perfor-
mance this year being less robust 
than recent years. Let’s listen in as 
a brother and sister talk about this 
topic during their weekly phone call:

Travis: Hey Sis, how are you doing?
Trish: Things are going well. You 
should see my desk! Tom and I are 
planning our year-end gifts to charity. 
It’s always such a process — who to 
give to, how much to give. You know, 
all the decisions. This year it’s going to 
be challenging since our cost of living 

LEGACY DEO

Brian D. 
Hamilton
Chief  
Financial  
Officer

Brian Hamilton is a Certified Public Accountant and 
serves as Chief Financial Officer for Legacy Deo. 
Legacy Deo is not licensed by the Texas State Board 
of Public Accountancy to practice public accountan-
cy, nor does it provide legal, tax, or financial advice.  
We encourage you to seek the advice of your own 
legal, tax, or financial professionals in connection 
with planning and gifting matters.

The photo used above is a stock photo and is not 
someone mentioned in the article.

legacydeo.org
info@legacydeo.org
800-880-3733 
 7900 East Highway 290 
Austin, TX 78724-2499

has gone up. We don’t like the thought 
of short-changing our charities, 
though. They need the money, too.
Travis: What did you and Tom ever 
decide to do with that Amazon stock 
you bought when the company first 
went public?
Trish: Well, we thought it might 
be a nice way to provide some 
supplemental cash for our 
retirement. When Tom explored 
it with our broker, he discovered 
that we would have to pay a 
hefty amount of capital gains tax 
whenever we sold shares. Our tax 
bill is high enough, so he decided to 
hold on to the shares for now.
Travis: Have you considered using 
your appreciated stock to fund 
your charitable gifts? You’ll get 
to fully bless those charities and 
avoid paying capital gains tax in the 
process.
Trish: I didn’t know that was 
possible. Tell me how.
Travis: Teresa and I did that with 
Legacy Deo, a charitable foundation. 
We had our broker transfer stock 
to their brokerage account as a 
charitable gift. Because we gifted 

BLESS
your favorite   
charities

(giving securities is a great idea)

the stock and didn’t sell it ourselves, 
we bypassed the capital gain. 
Legacy Deo liquidated the shares 
and sent the proceeds to charity on 
our behalf. Because we were still 
itemizing at the time, we qualified 
for a charitable deduction equal to 
the appreciated value of our stock.
Trish: Sounds great! Was it a difficult 
process?
Travis: Not at all! We filled out 
two simple forms and let Legacy 
Deo know the names of our three 
charities. They handled the rest.

Every year, we help many families 
fulfill their charitable intentions 
with appreciated investment securi-
ties. It is a great way to immediately 
bless your favorite charity or char-
ities. It’s also perfect for funding a 
donor-advised giving account that 
can bless a variety of charities on 
your timetable. 
If donating appreciated securities 
could benefit your situation, give 
us a call. We’re happy to walk you 
through the process and provide 
the necessary forms.
NOTE: If you plan to give appreci-
ated investments, we must receive 
your securities by Dec. 31 for the gift 
to count toward the 2022 tax year. 
We encourage you to contact your 
broker now and arrange for us to re-
ceive your gift no later than Dec. 2.
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SCHULENBURG
On July 24, Rev. Gary Johnson was ordained and installed as pastor of Zion. 
Brothers participating are, from left, Revs. Dustin Beck, David Mumm, 
Bernard Schey, Al Gallmeier, Jason Kaspar, Gary Johnson, Timothy Appel, 
Michael Newman (district president), John Schmidt, Dr. L. J Fitch, Nate Hill, 
John Cain and Jonathan Meyer.

BELLMEAD 
(WACO)

On July 24, Rev. Dr. Brian J. Hesse was installed as senior pastor of St. Paul Lutheran 
Church. Participants are, from left, (front row) Revs. Kevin Lentz, Gerry Harrow, 
J. Brown, Dr. Brian Hesse, David Bergman, Robert Kohler and Kurt Rutz; (back row)  
Larry Knobloch, Charessa Koontz, Larry Krueger, Michael Albrecht and Donnie Poole.

On July 17, Rev. Arthur B. Farrow 
was ordained and installed as pastor 
of St. James, Windom, and Trinity, 
Commerce. Rites were hosted at 
St. James. Participants are, from 
left (front row) Revs. David Reese, 
Scott Sundbye, Arthur Farrow, Toby 
Byrd; (back row) Michael Mattil, 
Michael Newman (district president), 
Robert Hill (circuit visitor) and James 
Woelmer. Missing from the photo is 
Rev. Mark Koch.

WINDOM
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HAPPENINGS

TYLER
Rev. Benjamin Prohl was ordained and installed as associate pastor of Outreach at Trinity 
on July 31. Pictured are, from left, Revs. Dennis Bragdon, Eric Stinnette, Ken Bunge, John 
Scheusner (senior pastor, Trinity), Art Hill, Benjamin Prohl, J. Brown, Michael Newman, Seth 
Davidson, Yohannes Mengsteab, Anthony Kobak and Robert Shockley.

TOP: On July 7, Rev. Charles “Chuck” Ridley was ordained and installed 
as associate pastor at Fishers of Men. Pictured are, from left, Revs. Mark 
Wiesenborm, David Guenwald, Dr. Wayne Braun, Michael Dorn, Chuck Ridley, 
Nathan Misch, Dr. Martin Conkling and Dr. Peter Nafzger. BELOW: On July 24, 
Lindsey Wiesenborn was installed as director of Little Fishers Preschool. 
Pictured are, from left, Jean Schneider, Revs. Braun and Ridley, Lindsey 
Wiesenborm, Amy Benitez and Cindy Steuckler. 

SUGAR LAND

THE GROVE
On July 31, the Baptism of 
Benjamin David Burrow was 
recognized and celebrated by 
the St. Paul family. He was born 
at home on July 1 and baptized 
by his father just a little while 
later. It was a joyous day as they 
came before the congregation to 
testify that Benjamin had indeed 
been baptized by his father with 
water in the name of our Triune 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
From left, mother Rebecca with 
Benjamin, sister Elizabeth, 
father Chad and brother 
Nathaniel are pictured with Rev. 
John Heckmann.
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HAPPENINGS

SULPHUR 
SPRINGS
On June 19, new members 
were welcomed at Our 
Savior. Pictured are, from 
left, David and Sandra 
Green, Christie Roberson, 
Marina Green, Garrett 
Warner, and Dan and Cathy 
Payne. Pastor is Rev. Mark 
Elliott.

BRENHAM
On Aug. 7, Grace 
Lutheran Church 
joyfully welcomed 
these new members 
to the congregation. 
They are, from left, 
Ashley and Lance 
Jahnke and Collin, 
Michael Mayer and 
Becky and Ken 
Harvey.

SEALY
New members of Trinity were 
welcomed with a potluck and 
fellowship on June 12. Pictured 
are, from left, Clayton Sneed; 
Charlie Arriaga; Stephanie and 
Danny Darrow and daughter 
Avianna; Jaylee Konesheck (by the 
cake), her sister Brynn and parents 
Al and Codi Konesheck; and 
siblings Courtlynn and Colt Shupak 
(in front of the Koneshecks). Not 
pictured but baptized are Carol 
Jean Kimich, Wyatt and James 
Wilkerson, Boston Pavelka, Bowen 
Blume, Emma Fullen and Crue 
Carter; and new members Shea 
Orsak and daughter Haley.
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HAPPENINGS

GUN BARREL 
CITY

On May 29, David and Deyanne 
(Dey) Icenhour were received into 
membership at St. Peter. They are 
pictured with Rev. D. R. Nelson.

WICHITA FALLS

LWML members of Our Redeemer met one Saturday for a service project. The ladies 
made clothing protectors for several area nursing homes and rehabilitation centers. 
Congregation members donated button-down shirts, and the group went to work 
using their various talents. Shirt fronts were cut out, velcro strips were attached to 
the collars for fastening and other members did the sewing and surging of the shirts. 
Thirty seven protectors were donated. 

New members were received at St. Peter on May 15. Pictured are, from 
left, (front row) Carson Taylor, Castle Buckley, Hailey Taylor; (back row) 
Shelby Campbell, Calvin Taylor (holding Ayla Swindle) and Eugene Hair. 
Castle and Ayla are neighbors who were visiting. In back is Pastor Nelson.

AMARILLO
Nancy Weber Hurst 
was honored at the 
close of the 2021-22 
school year for her 
35th anniversary as 
a first-grade teacher 
at Trinity Lutheran 
School. She is a 
graduate of Concordia 
Lutheran University, 
Nebraska, and still 
looks forward to 
teaching God’s 
children for years to 
come.
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HAPPENINGS

Share your news with us!
Send photos, stories and newsletters  
for The Lutheran Witness to:
▶ txmess@txlcms.org
▶  Texas Messenger,  

LCMS Texas District,  
7900 E. Highway 290 
Austin, TX 78724-2499

    Music 
conference 
On April 30, Mount 
Calvary hosted the first 
small scale Church Music 
Beautification Conference 
of Texas District 
Circuits 22 and 23. The 
conference focused on 
small and simple ways 
for congregations with 
limited means and 
personnel to add to the 
musical beauty of Sunday-
morning worship. 

Presenters for the first 
conference were Rev. 
Bernard Schey (Trinity, 
Old Dime Box), Rev. 
Jason M. Kaspar (Mount 
Calvary, La Grange), and 
Ruth Meyer (St. James, 
Lexington, and Holy 
Trinity, Fedor) 

The presentations 
included: “What your 
Congregation Doesn’t 
Know,” “Playing 
Well Together” and 
“Ensembles: Starting 
Small and Simple.”

The conference also 
included the introduction 
of a new Easter hymn 
with text by Rev. Bror 

M. Erickson (Zion, 
Farmington, N. M.) and 
tune and setting by Rev. 
Jason M. Kaspar. 

There were 19 attendees 
for this inaugural 
conference, which also 
included beatification 
for closing responsive 
prayer and The Litany 
by Mount Calvary’s bell 
choir and chancel choir. 
In subsequent years, plans 
include expanding the 
invitation more broadly 
through the district and 
including a featured 
presenter.

LA GRANGE

    Commissioning camp staff
On Pentecost Sunday, June 5, Mount Calvary was 
blessed to welcome summer staff members of Camp 
Lone Star and to participate in their commissioning of 
service at Camp Lone Star.

Please ensure photos sent 
electronically are high 
resolution. Send the largest 
size from your phone.
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HAPPENINGS

Lance Kiango, a 2022 Faith Lutheran 
School graduate, signed a national let-
ter of intent to play soccer at Concordia 
University, Nebraska (CUNE). Kiango, 
of McKinney, is a member of St. John, 
Frisco. 
“It is a pleasure to celebrate the hard 
work Lance has put into his academics 
as well the game of soccer,” said 
Rev. Stephen W. Kieser, Faith school 
headmaster. “It is always fantastic to 
see our dedicated and talented students 
recognized.”
The soccer season began in August and 
Kiango plays defense. He intends to 
major in psychology at CUNE, and then 
attend Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Fort Wayne, Ind., to study to be a pastor. 

Soccer player now, pastor later

Lance Kiango signs his letter of intent with CUNE. He is pictured with his 
parents, Vincent and Grace, and his brother, Reese. Also pictured is Matt 
Babisak, Faith Lutheran School athletic director.

Concordia Lutheran Church, 
Bedford, held a fundraising 
campaign to add on to its 

building at 3705 Hardwood Road, 
until its pastor, Rev. Mark Lasch, 
received an email one morning 
about First Baptist Church in 
Bedford having its family center up 
for sale. 
Pastor Lasch and the church coun-
cil were able to negotiate the sale of 
Concordia’s existing property to a 
home builder to allow for the pur-

Concordia, Bedford, 
has new home

chase of the family center, which 
would become its new church. 
The decommission of the church 
at Hardwood Road was held on 
March 13. The dedication of the 
new church was on March 20.
The men of the church took down 
the altar and cross from the pre-
vious church to move to the new 

facility. An architect has been con-
tacted to design a new sanctuary, 
to be located in what was the gym-
nasium of the family center.
A steeple has been placed on the 
building and a new lighted sign 
had been installed, announcing 
Concordia Lutheran Church at 
2503 Bedford Road.

Above, Concordia 
members are 

pictured at the 
decommissioning 

of their former 
church. At right is 
the building that 

serves as their 
new home.
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TIES THAT BIND

CONGRATS!
These Lutheran friends 
of yours celebrated or 
will celebrate wedding 
anniversaries of 
50 YEARS or more.

Huffman, Our Shepherd 
Ed and Andrea Heise  
54 years, Aug. 3
Larry and Sandy Leudke 
56 years, Aug. 5

Houston, Gethsemene 
Bill and Sue Binford 
71 years, Oct. 12
Jim and Maria Keeling 
51 years, Oct. 16

Abilene, Our Savior 
Tom and Kathy Denslow 
52 years, Aug. 29
Dan and Irene Geiser 
52 years, Aug. 14

San Angelo, Trinity 
Bob and Nancy Budewig 
51 years, Aug. 14
Erwin and Carolyn  
Weiershauser 
69 years, Aug. 22
Monty and Dinah 
Stanley 
53 years, Aug. 23
Harris and Dorothy 
Brinson 
61 years, Aug. 26

Centerville, Our Savior 
Leon and Elsa Bay 
54 years, Aug. 17

Norvin and Joy Rae 
ZumMallen, members of 
Messiah, Plano, celebrated 60 
years of marriage on June 16.

Harold and Brenda Boggs, 
members of Our Savior, 
Centerville, celebrated 54 years 
of marriage on Aug. 31.

Marvin and Barbara Machu, 
members of St. Paul, Thorndale, 
celebrated 52 years of marriage 
on Aug. 8.

Preston and Janet Adams, 
members of St. Paul, Thorndale, 
celebrated 56 years of marriage 
on Aug. 13.

Gerald and Pat Niemtschk, 
members of St. Paul, Thorndale, 
celebrated 54 years of marriage 
on Aug. 17.

Werner and 
Thelma 

Deterling, 
members 
of Trinity, 

downtown 
Houston, 

celebrated 
60 years of 

marriage on 
Aug. 18.

Charlie 
and Kathy 
Cornelius, 

members of 
Our Savior, 

Centerville, 
celebrate 

58 years of 
marriage on 

Aug. 14.

Durwood 
and Darleen 

Tucker, 
members 

of St. Paul, 
Thorndale, 
celebrated 
59 years of 

marriage on 
Aug. 30.

Rev. Dr. 
Russell and 

Deborah 
Hildebrandt, 

members 
of Grace, 

Arlington, 
will celebrate 

55 years of 
marriage on 

Oct. 7.
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SCHOOL MINISTRY

By Dr. Bill Hinz  
Director, School Ministry
August marked the beginning of an-
other school year for our Texas District 
Lutheran schools, which also all held 
opening worship services.
As we celebrate the new school year 
with a renewed sense of hope, along 
with the anticipation of many exciting opportunities to 
share God’s love with students and their families, we 
embrace Christ’s Great Commission, which also is a 
mission of our Lutheran schools. 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, 
I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
MATT. 28:19-20

We have the privilege of doing this every day in our Lu-
theran schools and early childhood centers.
Through our Lutheran schools, our students grow in 
their knowledge of Jesus Christ, His love and His for-
giveness. Students are building upon the rock of salva-
tion, which is a precious gift from God.
Along with celebrating a new school year during their 
opening chapel services, many schools had the privilege 
of welcoming their new heads of school and principals.
It will be a great year. We praise God for bringing our 
faculties, students and their families together. We com-
mend ourselves that in all things we do, we do them in 
the name of our Lord and Savior and to His glory for 
now and forever. Soli Deo Gloria.

 Oct. 2-3  Beginning Teachers Retreat, Camp Lone Star
 Nov. 7-8  Early Childhood Directors Retreat, San Antonio 
 Nov. 20-22  Educators Conference, Cross, New Braunfels
 March 9-11  Early Childhood Educators Conference, Embassy 

Suites, San Marcos

Daniel Cattau speaks to 
students during the opening 
Concordia High School, Austin, 
chapel service. He had just been 
installed as head of school.

ALWAYS 

give God 
the glory

Redeemer Lutheran 
School, Austin, stu-
dents and faculty sing 
during the opening 
chapel service.
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CTX

Concordia alum elected new 
Florida-Georgia president
LCMS congregations in 

Florida and Georgia 
have a new district 

president to provide leader-
ship over the next three years. 
Their members may not know 
just how Texas played a part.
Rev. James Rockey was elected 
to his first term as president 
of the Florida-Georgia District 
during its convention held in 
St. Augustine, Fla., in June. He 
is a 1985 graduate of Concor-
dia University Texas. Major-
ing in both communications 
and pre-sem, Rockey actively 
served in church work and 
other professional positions 
in Austin before attending 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 
“At Concordia Texas, I 
learned from great professors 
how to live a life of calling 
to serve the Lord,” Rockey 
says. He adds that his col-
legiate years enhanced his 
relationships with the Lord, his 
classmates through their daily 
Christian fellowship and with 
faculty members who significantly 
influenced his future path.
It was a childhood pastor in 
Florida who set Pastor Rockey’s 
sights on the 425-student campus 
in Austin, more than 18 hours 
from home. Rockey still main-
tains a connection to 89-year-old 
Rev. Bob Besalski of Gainesville, 
Fla., who himself graduated from 
Concordia High School, Austin, 
before the Texas university cam-
pus was formed. He also received 
a theology degree from what was 
then known as Concordia College, 
Austin, in 1953 before enrolling at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. 

Concordia University Texas (CTX) is 
Austin’s leading Christian university, 
offering a range of dynamic and 
dialogue-centered liberal arts 
undergraduate, graduate and 
doctoral programs in a caring and 
personalized learning environment. 

CTX is located in thriving and growing 
Austin, and offers courses online 
and in-person on its scenic, nature-
preserve campus that’s over 400 acres.

Concordia is committed to providing 
higher education opportunities to 
students of all backgrounds and 
being a place where the adventure 
of faith, learning and life-changing 
experiences leads to meaningful work.

As a liberal arts university rooted in 
the Lutheran tradition, Concordia 
develops the mind, heart, soul and 
body, preparing leaders for lives of 
service.

For more information, visit concordia.
edu. A “Request Info” tab appears at 
the top of the page.

About
Concordia, Austin

Pastor Besalski believed in 
Concordia and encouraged both 
Rockey and his two brothers to 
consider it seriously.
Having served the Florida-Georgia 
District as second vice-president 
for four-years, Rockey looks for-
ward to his new role as president. 
He also brings 24-years of pasto-
ral experience that involved a lot 
of congregational and program 
building to prepare him. 
“I see my role as president as one 
of supporting, equipping and 
partnering with church leaders 
and congregations in the work of 
building the Lord’s kingdom and 
ministry,” Rockey says. 
It seems that Texas proved to be a 
great place to start.
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Rev. James Rockey was elected as 
Florida-Georgia district president in 
June. He is pictured at the district 
convention with his wife, Martha.
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CONCORDIA CAN-DO

By Pat Fick 
CAN-DO Director

STEVE AND 
I recently 
spent a week 

traveling from Texas 
to the Midwest and 
back. Along the way we visited with 
family and a number of friends 
who are involved in ministry in 
Lutheran churches and schools. 
What a joy to share stories of how 
God is at work in our lives and 
ministries!
When we hit areas of 
the country where it 
was hard to find a radio 
station without static (Can 
I pick on Iowa? Haha!) 
we threw in a CD titled We 
Have Seen His Glory by the 
group Acappella. This amazing, 
all-male contemporary Christian 
group, founded by Keith Lancaster 
in 1982, sings a cappella (no 
accompanying instrumentation). 
One of the songs we were jamming 
to along the way was We Will See 
Jesus. It describes what it will be 
like to “go home” to be with Jesus. 
Oh what a day that will be! 
Visiting with Steve’s father, 
Gerhard, who is 90 years old and 
struggling with dementia, really 
made this song come alive. He kept 
talking about how good God is and 

how He is preparing a place for us. 
Gerhard is looking forward to the 
resurrection reunion! 
I wish I could share the meaningful 
way he kept saying, “Oh what a 
day that will be!” It’s true! We are 
His children, and because of Jesus’ 
complete and total sacrifice for 
us, we will live and reign with him 
forever. Oh what a day that will 
be! I can’t wait to be reunited with 
Jesus followers from all over the 
globe. Oh what a day that will be!

Can you imagine how good it will 
be to be in the presence of Jesus 
forever? Oh what a day that will 
be! It is something that Gerhard 
Fick is looking forward to. 
The best is yet to come. Every 
Christian can be excited for the 
resurrection reunion. Oh what a 
day that will be! 
And we want to take as many 
people as possible with us to 
the resurrection reunion. So be 
intentional each day to join Jesus 
on His mission and share the Good 
News of His unfailing love with 
everyone you meet!
Acappella sings it well. 

We will see Jesus in all of His 
glory
He’s prepared a place for you 
and me
We can rejoice now in telling 
His story
Finally home in that land
Lifting our voices and praising 
our God who cares

Won’t it be grand now 
when He takes us away 

there
Oh what a day that will 

be!

‘Oh what 
a day that 
will be’
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“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe 
in God; believe also in me. In my 

Father’s house are many rooms. If it 
were not so, would I have told you 

that I go to prepare a place for 
you? And if I go and prepare 
a place for you, I will come 

again and will take you 
to myself, that where 

I am you may 
be also.” 
JOHN 14:1-3

Donations for 
CAN-DO Missions 
are welcome!
Send to:
Concordia University Texas
ATTN: CAN-DO MISSIONS
11400 Concordia University Dr. 
Austin TX 78726

Or call 512-313-4332 to  
donate via credit card.  
Donations may also be made  
at can-do.concordia.edu
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TEXAS DISTRICT CHURCH EXTENSION FUND

in 1888, Texas District Church 
Extension Fund began work 
assisting congregations in expanding 

God’s Kingdom. This work remains 
our focus today as we walk beside 
congregations in meeting their ministry 
needs and provide faithful investors 
opportunities to partner with us. 
In the past fiscal year, we approved 14 
loans worth $11.2 million and returned 
104 congregations with loan rebate 
checks worth $609,000! We could not  
do this without you!
It is through our wonderful investors who trust our 
ministry in continuing to thrive in extending God’s 
Kingdom. We remain focused on one of our greatest as-
sets: people. From the youngest to the most seasoned 
investor, we are grateful for the lasting impact their 

resources will have for present and future generations. 
More than 11,600 wonderful investors are partnering 
with our ministry in the hopes of multiplying followers 
of Jesus. This past year 155 joined! 
We give God the praise and the glory for this abundant 
blessing as He continues to bless us with faithful part-
ners in ministry.
Join us today by investing in one of the following:
 • Flex Savings • Fixed Rate Note
 • Floating Rate Note • IRA

… and support the work underway in our Texas District! 
Download an application today at texascef.org.

Ministry driven, people focused

Raelyn Pracht
CEF Marketing 
Specialist

Texas District Church Extension Fund
7900 E. Highway 290, Austin, TX 78724

888-951-1233 • 512-646-1233
Rpracht@texascef.org • texascef.org
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UPBRING

       Upbring.org   /UpbringOrg @UpbringOrg UpbringOrg
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Three-year-old Seth* needed extra support to 
be his best at school. Because he lives with 
autism, he found the classroom environment 
too noisy and had trouble transitioning from 

one activity to another. The little boy also struggled 
to communicate his wants and needs, which left him 
understandably very frustrated.
Upbring Head Start was well prepared to 
accommodate Seth’s special needs. Our team placed 
him in a classroom with fewer children so it would be 
less overwhelming for him. From there, we designed 
and implemented strategies to help Seth learn how 
to function in the preschool setting. We also assigned 
a teacher to provide him with one-on-one support, 
especially in the first few weeks. 
With a consistent routine and clear visual cues, Seth 
could anticipate what was coming next, which made 
him more comfortable at school. We also provided 

a safe area where he could calm down whenever he 
became upset. 
Seth’s learning plan is unique to him, requiring 
coordination between Head Start, his independent 
school district, his intensive outpatient therapy and his 
speech therapy. But the interventions have paid off and 
he is making great progress. 
“I will always be grateful to Upbring Head Start,” his 
mother says. “I’m so glad they were there to support 
Seth and our family through such a challenging time.”
Upbring Head Start and Early Head Start preschools 
provide a safe, inclusive place for young children 
to learn, grow and thrive. The program is free to 
eligible families, which receive support and services to 
complement the child’s education as the kindergarten 
transition nears. To learn more, visit Upbring.org/
headstart.

Supporting special needs

*The story is true, but we have used pseudonyms and a stock 
photo to protect identities.
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LUTHERAN OUTDOORS MINISTRY OF TEXAS

There is so much joy in getting 
away to spend time with a 
community in nature. 

Our annual Fall Blast retreat 
at Camp Lone Star’s La Grange 
campus is designed for third-, 
fourth- and fifth-grade students. 
This is a great opportunity for your 
children’s ministry group to grow 
together. 
The 2022 retreat will be held 
Nov. 4-6. During this weekend 
retreat, your group will enjoy skits, 
songs, camp activities and games, 
but most importantly, learning 
during the Bible study and break-
out sessions.
With our 2022 theme being 
“Refuge,” we will look at what it 
means to take refuge in the Lord. 
Our staff will provide materials and 
leadership for Bible studies/devo-
tions, games and activities, and will 
foster great fellowship. Leaders, this 
is a great chance for you to connect 
with your students and deepen your 
relationship with them.
Our staff strive to make this 
weekend retreat one that is simply 
about connecting with your youth 
group and growing together. We 
understand how difficult it can 

Lutheran Outdoors  
Ministry of Texas
▶  P.O. Box 457; La Grange, TX 78945
▶  info@camplonestar.org
▶  979-968-1657 •  camplonestar.org

LOOKING AHEAD

CONTACT US

Camp Lone Star
▶  2016 Camp Lone Star Road 

La Grange, TX 78945

v  April 21-23 
Lifequest

Third through fifth graders:  

Time to have a BLAST!
be to plan, get all the materials 
together and still connect with 
each of your youth. At Fall Blast, 
we truly want to make it all about 
connections for you, so we take 
care of preparing the Bible study 
materials, giving you more time 
with your students. 
One participant described their ex-
perience in this way:

The youth were a bit hesitant 
about the weekend as it came 
closer, but afterwards they told 
us that they had the time of their 
lives. All glory be to God! We 
couldn’t have done it without the 
kind, compassionate and atten-
tive staff at Camp Lone Star.

Each youth group that attends this 
weekend will stay in our cabins. All 
our cabins are climate-controlled 
and attendees are expected to 
bring their own bedding. Groups 
must maintain a 1:10 ratio for both 
males and females.
The cost per participant can 
be found at camplonestar.org. 
Go to “Our Events,” and select 
“La Grange Campus” and “Youth 
Group Retreats” in the drop-down 
menus. Scroll down to “Fall Blast,” 
where you can register. 

v  Nov. 4-6 
Fall Blast

We pray that this retreat would be 
uplifting and rejuvenating for all who 
come to participate. We also pray that 
this event is a way for your children’s 
ministry to grow closer together and 
to our God. 
We will be excited to see you!
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LONE STAR DISTRICT LLL/LHM

In October, our thoughts turn to a 
monk whose Spirit-inspired grasp 
of God’s justification for sinners 
through faith in the Savior was the 
cornerstone of the Reformation. 
As a forlorn sinner feeling lost 
and desperate before a stern and 
exacting Lord, Martin Luther lost 
all hope for eternity. But as one 
who came to cling to the spiritual 
truths of justification by faith and 
the liberty believers have because 
of God’s grace, he rebounded to 
become a triumphant ambassador 
for the Gospel.
Luther’s guilt from sin leaned 
heavily on his conscience. He had 
a clear awareness of the devil’s 
presence. He also knew the only 
truly effective weapon against the 
devil’s power is God’s living Word. 
In the preface to the Large 
Catechism, Luther writes:

Luther’s  
spiritual battle

Nothing is so effectual against 
the devil, the world, and the 
flesh, and all evil thoughts than 
when one occupies oneself with 
the Word of God. … 

You should eagerly read, recite, 
ponder, and practice the Cate-
chism, even if the only blessings 
and benefits you obtain from it 
is to drive away the devil and evil 
thoughts. For the devil cannot 
bear to hear God’s Word.

In Scripture, the apostle Paul 
spoke of the might of God’s Word 
for all people: 

For I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who 
believes. ROM. 1:16

As Luther taught us:
If you abide in God’s living Word, 
there is power to combat the 
devil and your sinful appetites. … 

While you will experience temp-
tations in life, you can overcome 

these impulses. With Jesus 
Christ living in you, by God’s gift 
of faith, the devil can no longer 
control you. In every generation 
God has always protected His 
children and He does the same 
today. …

God is your stronghold in the bat-
tle against sin, and the corner-
stone on which you stand. In your 
struggle against the devil and the 
world, He is always there for you.

Paul writes in 1 Cor. 10:12-13:
No temptation has overtaken 
you that is not common to man. 
God is faithful, and He will not 
let you be tempted beyond your 
ability, but with temptation 
He will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to 
endure it.

And Luther reminds us:
Jesus’ resurrection victory of 
Satan is power sufficient for 
anything we face, including our 
worst sins and temptations.

He underscores this phrase by say-
ing “go to Him for strength in the 
fight.” We all need to remember 
those precious words of Luther as 
we live our lives with others and 
in our sinful world. As a reminder 
at this anniversary of the Refor-
mation, let’s all take up the cross 
and fight the devil just like Luther 
taught us. 
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LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION

What’s 
your 80?
In July 1942, delegates from 
15 districts and five pastors 
appointed by the Synod gath-
ered at St. Stephen Lutheran 
Church, Chicago, and found-
ed the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League. Eighty 
years later, LWML is still go-
ing strong and living out its 
mission to “joyfully proclaim 
Christ, support missions, and 
equip women to honor God by 
serving others.” 

So how does one celebrate 80 
years of God’s blessings in the 
mission field? For the LMWL, 
the answer is simple — do 
more! The What’s 
Your 80? project 
encouraged each 
member, group, zone 
or district to reflect 
God’s love by bless-
ing others with 80 of 
something. During 
this past year the 
LMWL groups across 
the Texas District 
have thrown anni-
versary parties and 
blessed others with 
lots of 80s. 

Happy anniversary  
LWML!

SPRING: The ladies of Resurrection Lutheran Church donated 80 cans of baby formula to the local 
pregnancy assistance ministry.

HOUSTON:  
The Concordia 
Women’s Club 
collected and 
packaged 80 
hygiene kits 
for Orphan 
Grain Train.

ABILENE:  
Our Savior 

Joyful Angels 
and Gleaners 

collected food 
and new clothing 
for Love and Care 
Ministries, which 

serves the poor 
and homeless in 
Abilene, Merkel 

and Clyde.

HOUSTON: Our Savior Cheerful Help-
ers Night Circle completed their Baby 
Bottle Boomerang project and filled 
80 baby bottles with change to benefit 
Blue Blossom Pregnancy Centers.

Crown of Life LWML of the Trinity 
Zone collected more than 80 
canned food and pantry items for 
Union Gospel Mission of Tarrant 
County.

SAN ANTONIO: Concordia 
women invited Melanie Rios 
from Any Baby Can, for which 
they collected diapers, wipes, 
formula and toys.
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Frances Molitor

LWML TEXAS DISTRICT

From the president

We are in the midst 
of the “What’s Your 
80?” initiative of 
our beloved or-
ganization. Have 
you ever wondered 
what the initial 
long-term vision 
was of the women 
and men who gathered to 
officially form the LWML? 
I’d imagine it’s very similar 
to the vision we currently 
know and love. 
Contemplate on just how 
many women have been 
blessed to serve their Lord 
through the many years of 
mission, mercy and ser-
vice. Considering the age 
of those who gathered in 
1942, we are now introduc-
ing the fifth generation (our 
teens) to the joy of serving 
and the deep abiding love 
and friendships that last 
from convention to con-
vention to convention. Yet 
for me, the most awe-in-
spiring, “brain-exploding,” 
beyond-belief contempla-
tion is of the amount of 
mite offerings that have 
been brought forth in faith, 
always with trust that the 

Lord would provide 
what was needed.  
So as we begin 
introducing anoth-
er generation to 
Lutheran Women 
in Mission, what do 
you envision for the 
long term? What 

visions and dreams are you 
praying these upcoming 
generations carry with 
them? What are we doing 
as the LWML Texas District 
to touch and influence this 
new generation and the 
next generation? How do 
we share the reins? What 
will it look like when we 
do it well? How do we fear 
less what could go wrong 
and welcome more of what 
could go right? 
Let us continue in prayer 
and celebration of the past 
80 years, all the while an-
ticipating what can be new 
(and right) for us to witness 
in the next 80 years. Where 
are we going to start? 

One generation shall 
praise Your works to 
another, and shall de-
clare Your mighty acts. 
PS.145:4 NKJV

Eighty years and counting

WARDA: Holy Cross ladies 
prepared and served a 
meal to all of their mem-
bers over 80 years old.

AUSTIN: Redeemer 
Women in Mission 
collected pinto beans, rice 
and mac-and-cheese for a 
local food bank.

Visit lwmltxdist.org/mission-service for everything you need 
to know about preparing for the Lutheran World Relief (WR) 
Ingathering, including printing labels and reports.

Let’s stuff the trucks with quilts, health kits and school kits! 
Remember to think like a bug and make sure no critters can 
get in — pack your items in sturdy boxes with no exposed 
holes, taping all open edges (top, bottom and sides). Want to 
track your shipments? Visit lwr.org/tracker to print off a bar-
code. The ingathering collection sites are.

St. John, Marion 
(600 S. Center St.) 

Nov. 2
9 a.m.-3 p.m.

Epiphany, Houston 
(14423 West Road) 

Nov. 5 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Messiah, Plano  
(1801 W. Plano 

Parkway)
Nov. 12

9 a.m.-3 p.m.

INGATHERING TIME!

Mites received through July 31: $45,278 ($344,722 still needed)
Mission Grants paid through July 31: $10,500

2022-24 Mite Goal: $390,000

Send your mite offerings along with a remittance form to: 
LWML Texas District Attn: Kathy Walther, Financial Secretary,  
P.O. Box 124, Giddings, TX 78942

Send LWML news and photos 
to the District News editor at 
districtnews@lwmltxdist.org

●  lwmltxdist.org
●  facebook.com/LWMLTexas


